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INTRODUCTION. 



ViTRlNGA, «nd before him Witsius, Marck, More, and others 
have stated at length the arguments, pro and con, which relate 
to the different interpretations of the Seven Epistles in the 
Apocalypse. There are three leading opinions of learned ngien 
on this subject. 

1. The first opinion, in all ages perhaps the most generally 
received, ift this ; that, except so &r as the destinies of the 
se¥e?i Churches in A§ia wete concerned, of which there were 
scattered here and there a few prophetic notices, yet upon the 
whole the] Apocalyptic Epistles are to be considered just in 
the same view as the Apostolic Epistles : for instance, that the 
Apocalyptic Episde to the Church at Ephesus was intended, 
like tiie Apostolic i^tle of St. Paul to the same Church, pri- 
marily for tie use of that Church, and secondarily for the use 
of the universal Church, by way of inference and application. 
So confined is the prophetic sense of these epistles, according 
to this opinion, that it may be called the historic sense. 

2. The second opinion is this, that such an historic sense 
as aforesaid is altogether to be excluded, and that a far wider 
prophetic sense ought to be exdnsively adot)ted. But they who 
have embraced this opbiicm have separated into two classes : 
some have contended for this wider and exclusive prophetic 
sense, by what may be called a general^ and others by what 
may be called a periodisiic^ exposition ot it, 

(1). They who contended for it by a gemral exposition of it 
maintained that A^a was a type of the world, and the seven 
Ga^afidies in Asia a type of the holy Gatholie Church ; so thdt 
the seven ^flbtleg^ acblr^e»$ed to tbose Churches described, 
emblematically, what the spiritual but very various character 
oi the holy Catholic Churdi would be in emry age and place ; 
adding suitabfeooiiDfeilai»i e3dbMNrtatkiOi,promiMi aad threats. 
A 2 
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4 INTRODUCTION. 

This appears to have been the opinion of Oyprian, Victo- 
rinus, Tiehonias, Arethas, Bede, Ambrose Ansbert, Grotiiis, 
amd Laonssas. 

' (Q). They who contended for it by a periodistic exposition 
of it maintained (I cannot answer for Primasius, Joachim, 
and others, the earlier members of this class, but since the 
Reformation) that, as before, Asia was a type of the world, 
and the seven Churches in Asia a type of the holy Catholic 
Ohnreh ; but so that the seven epistles described, propheti- 
cally, what the spiritual character of the holy Catholic Church 
would be, varying throughout a series of seven successive 
periods^ down from the date of the Apocalypse to the age of 
the Millennium ; and that to meet each such period was added 
suitable counsel and exhortation, promises and threats. Of 
this opinion were Saskerides, Gallus, Crocius, HoflFman, and 
others. 

(3). The third opinion is this (with various modifications), 
that it combined what I have called the historic sense with the 
prophetic according to its periodistic exposition. And of this 
opinion were Brightman, Forbes, Mede, More, Gill, Sir Isaac 
Newton, Vitringa, Lampe, Cunninghame, and others* 

The editor of the Investigator (New Series, 1836, p. 150), in 
a critique on an exposition of the seven Apocalyptic Epistles, 
in which I had adopted this third opinion, suggested a fourth 
opinion^ and one to me absolutely new — ^namely, that the his-^ 
toric sense should be combined with the prophetic^ neither ac- 
cording to its general nor according to its periodistic exposi- 
tion, but bg expounding it with special application to the grtat 
crisis of the last days. Having digested the hints of my 
friendly reyiewer, but not till some time after nor without 
some difficulty — so hard it is to relinquish an opinion once dta- 
liberafcely formed — having also discovered, though mudh later, 
some new and, as I think, effective arguments in favour of 
this fot^rth opinion, I finally embraced it, and now feel myself 
constrained to confess my former error, and to submit my new 
ajgumenta. 

That truly reverend man, the author of the " Horse Apoca- 
lypticse " (the i|ci09t dabor ate aad learned coameutasy im ^ 
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INTRODUCTION. 6 

Apocalypse since that of Daubuz) — a man worthy of ajl praise 
and observance— my brother-minister also, with whom I sym- 
bolize on every point of doctrine, I believe, without exiceptioB; 
moreover, my fellow-student in this prophecy, with whom I 
consent on many main points, and particularly on this, that 
the harlot of Babylon is the Church of Rome : such aosian in 
bis vigour will certainly hear, at least with patience, aad 
even with his characteristic urbanity, an old man like mysdU^ 
discussing some other points, by no means however as a critic, 
but simply as one who feels himself constrained to attempt 
the exposition of this part of the word of God according to 
the measure of his one talent. 

Mr. Elliott states his opinion on the seven epistles thus**- 
*^ That these descriptive sketches of the seven Asiatic Churches 
were intended by its great Head as representative specimens, 
if I may so say, of the then chequered state and character of 
the Church in general. And in the admixture which they 
unfold of evil intermixed with good, error with truth, vice 
with holiness, there is very strikingly set forth to us Christ's 
own view of the energizing, even thus early, within its bosom, 
of the spirit of the wicked one, the inrooting of the tares 
sown by him among the wheat, and budding of that germ of 
evil which, as St. Paul had foreshown, was not to cease 
its working till it expanded into the grand apostacy" 
(Hor. Apoc. i. 80). 

Having rectified my former error, I still hope I may be 
enabled to convince both Mr. Elliott and others, that these 
descriptive sketches of the seven Asiatic Churches were in- 
tended by its great Head as prophetic specimens of the fixture 
ehequared state of the Church in general, during the grand 
i^ostacy of the last days. The whole prophecy is entitled 
" The B<ivelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave Him to 
Aew His servants things which must quickly come to pa^sJ* 
Now,' granting that the seven epistles are prophetic of some 
events which actually did come to pass very qtiickly athong 
the seven Churches in Asia, yet these were confined witMn «t 
small circle^ of the proconsular Asm. * How^ t*!en, are* we* to 
aocbimt fop ^;fiiiet^ l^e, ^clw^- ti^* greater Gbnrci^^'^t 
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6 IKTRODYTCTIOK. 

Aixtiocfa, Alexandria, and Rome, to say notiiiDg of oAiars, 
these epistles should be addressed, not in the name of St. 
John (for that we might have seen a reason in his peculiar 
charge over that district), but in the name of our liOrd Him« 
self; who, moreover, is represented as walking amoi^ these 
lamp branches, and holding their stars in His right hand, as 
if he were exclusively occupied in watching Bind prolectiHg 
them alone ? There is nothing elsewhere in the Apoealypse 
but what is great and sublime; nor here, if it can be 
proved, as I shall attempt it, that the seven Chnrehes in Asia 
are a type of the holy Catholic Church ; and in the nndst of 
which our great High Priest and King will be ei^>eciidly i«e- 
sent in the last and feaiM crisis of her long trials. 

There is one objection which I have been wont to c<msider 
as a stale error, but whkh, since it has been newly broogkt 
forward by Mr. Elliott, is worthy of being reeon»dered noW5 
as it appears to him conclusive against any {»*ophetie sense 0£ 
that kind which I advocate. He states it thus (with reforenoe 
indeed to the periodistic exposition, but evidently in cqipoaition 
to any exposition whatever of that kind winch I have dbove 
called the prophetic sense) — " Not a word is said by Christ to 
indicate any such prospective meaning in the descr^itioBS* 
On the contrary, in the twofold division of the revelatimia 
given to St. John — ^a divkion noted by Christ Himself ^ 1^ 
tkinps thatare^ and ' the things that are to happen e^r Ihem^^^r^ 
it se^ns to me clear that the epistles to the seven drarches 
were meant to constitute the first division, being a desorilp^ 
tion of tiie state of things in the Churah <i« ikey iken wtsrey; 
mA that the visions that followed — visions separated wdMii'tte 
utmost precision from the former, alike by a new summons <tf 
the tram^t voice, and a new scene, and sodno^acoomjiaBi* 
ments altogether new also— constituted (alone and ^iitinc^ 
tively) the visions of the future. Indeed, the emnmons ikmM 
expi^es^y so defined it— ' Come up, and I will (now) show the© 
ib^iflili^ thttt toust happen h^eriler'''(H«p; Apoe. i. 19) J 
( *Mr.iEHiMt'ha&heife'qu0ted two passages (i, 19^ and iv; 1)^ to 
ptbvfe a twofold tttvi^^ii^ of 4he* Apod^yps^. A»'to the ^Mk, 
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passage. In a tWrd passage, indeed, the whole Apocalypse was 
spoken of by our Lord — ^but when ? Before St. John had seen 
any vision whatever — namely, when he " heard behind him a 
loud voice, as of a trumpet, saying, What thou lookest on 
(o /JX^TTei*, clearly the present for the fixture, JVhai thou shalt 
look on) write in a book, and send to ttie seven Churches" (i.l I). 
This was a command relating to the whole Apocalypse, and 
was obeyed by St. John's writing the same, and addressing it 
in an epistolary form to the Churches as directed. No sooner 
had St. John heard that loud Voice behind him, but not before^ 
than turning himself round toward the voice he saw the 
vision. And lastly, wheii at length some explanation of that 
vision was about to be given, he received another command to 
write — not the whole Apocalypse as before, that had been ^ 
vain repetition — but the vision of seven stars and lamp branches 
which he had just nbw seen (for as it should seem from the 
tense of the verb they had now vanished) both the mystery 
and its meaning. •• Write therefore what thou sawest, <t clhen 
(bofh things iirhich are, and things which shall be hereafter) 
the mystery of the seten stars which thou sawest, ©w elhe^ 
in my right hand, and the seten lamp branches of gold : the 
seven stars are angels of the seven Churches ; and the seveii 
lamp branches are seven Churches (i. 19, 20). The clause is in 
a parenthesis : It speaks not even of the seven epistles, much 
less of the subsequent visions in the Apocalypse ; and, therefore, 
it i^aks not of the present and future state even of the seven 
Churches in Asia, which is Hammond's exposition ; much less 
of tiic future state of things in general, which is Mr. Elliott's : 
it speaks of no state of things whatever — it speaks simply of 
ihe seven stars ^nd lamp branches, and intimates that they 
signify, not only the seven angels and Churches in Asia exist- 
ing at present, butt also seven angels and Churches which shall 
tisist in fixtilre. Correspondenfly, the terms in verse 20 are 
used widi tiie utmost exactness : " The seven stars are angels 
of tiSie seven Churches (viz., those which were plainly named 
i. II, add those also which wefre obscurely intimated, i. 19): 
aa^ the seven lanip braneheiS ar0 s6ven Churches.^* There is no 
^(cteiitio& abcKft tbd reading hese; the definite wrtklh i$ omitted 
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before Qtoh of the tenns angds and seven Ckurchei^ which lire 
therefore applicable not only to the seven angels and Churches 
in Asia (which is indisputable), but also to seven angels and 
Chrarchesia general. When, therefore, Mr. Elliott says^" erf these 
seven lamps an explanation was given by Christ himself, they 
were the seven Churches of proconsular Asia" (Hor.Apoc.i.73). 
If he means that our Lord explained the vision to signify those 
Ghurehes exclusively it is an oversight, occasioned probably 
by our English version, which is feulty here. And as to the 
second passage, quoted by Mr. Elliott, iv. 1., " Come up hither, 
and I will show thee things which must come to pass here- 
after," even granting the antithesis supposed to be thereby 
implied, yet, after the foregoing explanation, what should hin- 
der us firom understanding thereby, that, as the first vision 
symbolized things both present and future^ so the subsequent 
visions, which he was then about to look on, should symbolize 
ihxa^ future only ? 

It is a certain feet, that there does exist an intimate con- 
nexion between the seven epistles and the entire compass o£ 
tibe Apocalypse, which is indicated by constant references 
throughout ; not only by those references at the head of each 
epbtle to the heading vision, nor only by those at the foot oi 
eaeh epistle to the concluding visions, which are obvious to 
everybody ; but also by other references in the body of each 
epistle to those visions which are included in the whole body 
of the prophecy — visions on all hands acknowledged as relat- 
ing to the destinies of the holy Catholic Church. So extensive 
is this connexion that very many profounder students of the 
prophecy, struck by its multiplicity, thence began to devise 
various schemes of exposition and fell into various errors! 
these errors again were seen through by others, but there 
th^ rested content, without seeing into the true intent and 
meaning of the connexion itself. Yet let us persevere, eacl^ 
of us applying to himself the following just observation:— 
".When the mind has long entertained and dwelt on certaia 
Tie^s, it in^0n«iWy habituaites itself more and more to over-^ 
lo^ka^d forget tike flaws. and weaknesses of the supposed sus^ 
teiafog ^i^^^«r^(Jifttieftgaitw toBusta^ 
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for realitied, as to he, for a time at least, almost inoapable of 
receiving, or fttirly considering, that which would, destroy the 
illusion " (" Hor. Apoc.,'* pref. xv). 

But here I stand obliged, for sake of the reader's uwfer^ 
standing what follows, to obtrude on his attention a few 
general remarks, as few as possible, on the exposition of the 
Apocalypse. And if I venture, after having studied it above 
these twenty years, with some diligent reading and more patient 
thinking, to state these few of my peculiar views concerning it, 
still it is with a deep sense of my own utmost distance from 
infUlibility ;' and not without a humble prayer for the promised 
blessing upon those who read, and hear, and keep those things 
which are written in what may be called — The Blessed Book. 

To man the creature, examining the divine chronometer, 
the minute-hand of prophecy makes an imperceptible progress^ 
but the second-hand of history moves fast ; and he is very apt 
to confound the two, mistaking each second of history for a 
minute of prophecy. It seems to me that the bias of all ex- 
positars of the Apocalypse, in every age^ has been to interpret to^ 
fast — I mean, as if more than actually was had been folfiUed* 
The most flagrant instance of this error stiU exists in the old 
school of the PrtEterists, not yet extinct ; but it is by no means 
confined to them : on the contrary, it is the general prevalence 
of this error which seems to have occasioned the origin of the 
opposite and modem school, or rather junior form, with one 
old author, Ribera, at its head, the Futurists. To me it seems 
that between these two extremes, the truth, as usual, lies in 
the middle ; so that the prophecy has been fulfilled, though in 
p>srt long since, yet at no time hitherto forther than to the 
wid of the ninth chapter — except, perhaps, by such accommo- 
. dations as by no means satisfy either the mind or the oracle ; 
always excepting that the existence of the harlot of Babyloh^ 
whteh is the Church of Rome, is plainly implied (ix. 20, 2Vy, 
long b^re her bloody rode and fiery fall described in the 
seventeenth and eighteenth chapters. The slaughter oi^ihe 
lion^headed' eavohry of the Othmati may be absolutely and iii 
every vesper pas^ for ev^, though I hav^ my r^asofis^^fo^ 
^linking' men ^ua^be %»> ^eccu^^^ tbat \ lis iM^l%; giS^ 
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Imt t^rtainfy all ihB venom of their serpent-taik, has Mt beM 
exhaxsted even to this day. A part of the sixth trumpet, and 
&e whole of the seventh, which follows it immediately, with* 
out'interval of time (" Behold the third woe cometh suddenly ;'*^ 
Tap^yixjt ^1^ 'tdxeivpicVAy, hat unexpectedly. (Comp. xxii. 7, 12, 
20; Matt. xxiv. 44), appears to me to occupy all the rest of 
the' Apocalypse, in a proportion analogous to that in the 
torfent prophets, filled as they are with the same great events^ 
the last trial of the Israel of God, and the coming of Ae Son 
0^ God to the i*escue. The occasion given to this general biai 
of interpreting too fiust seems to have been, frequently at 
least, the pressure ttftht present ; replete as it always is with 
the crimes of mankind, and with the corresponding chastise^ 
m^nts dl the Divine Providence on a grand scale — truly grand, 
no ioubt ; but the lower Alps, what are they to him who httS 
cros!^ them onfee and seen the higher? Hence, in almort 
every age, the exposition of the Apocalypse has been warped 
aiid successively Varied. Thus, the personal instrument of the 
last great chastisement with the fathers of the Church was Ik 
Hebrew, with the fathers of the Reformation was a Papist ; 
but with the modems, one while a Frenchman, and now again 
a Papist. Certainly, we need pray for an Elias to come and 
untie all knots. 

Of particular errors, what is called the Church exposititm tf 
the seals to me appears to be none of the least ; but of all par- 
ticular errors in exposition the greatest, as well as ttie tnosi 
prevalent and least suspected, is, as I think, that which i»h- 
founds the first ivild beast of chapter xiii. with the fhttrih wild 
beast of Daniel vii. The fourth wild beast of Daniel h d 
nondescript monster : nondescript except that it had one ien^ 
horned head ; for it is expressed that his third wild beast, the 
leopard, had^owr heads, and it is therefore implied ihut each of 
the other three, the lion, the bear, and the nondescript, had 
hkturally only one head each : but the first wild beast (rf 
chapter xiii. has seven heads. Now, if a wild beast with seven 
hestds ttiay signify the same thing as another wild beast l^ith 
otily otie head, theh farewell to all JwrecMoh or tfertaiiity i« 
th6^?^ifl<5^ti6ii 6f irfiSibbls, Thesa<ired symbols have exqui* 
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site preeisioii iiid «^ain signification, ati4 being eoiiipated 
together^ mutually interpret each other. In the great image 
qB Daniel ii. we have a symbol of four sueoesstre empires 
compounded into one human figure, and supposed to esistas 
a whole in the last times, when the entire figure perishes 
altoge^ber. In like manner, in the first wild beast of ehapter 
xiii., we faa^e a symbol of the ^me four empires (which had 
previously been ako symbolised in Daniel vii. by four wild 
beasts hamng in ail seven heads J^ compounded into one seiren-r 
headed brutal figure, and supposed also to exist as a whole la 
the last times, when again the entire figure pmahes altogether. 
These symbols are in this respect perfectly parallel. What, 
then may these two compound symbols be supposed to signify % 
What else can they signify but the kingdoms of this world 
witlun the limits of the four empires (whose prince, as of all 
the world beyond those limits, is that old serpent), at length 
oonli^derated in the last times, and about to perish altogether, 
aa kingdoms, just when the heavenly kingdom of the Son of 
Man shall be erected ? 

Should it be objected that, when the fourth wild bea^ of 
Daniel viL is said to perish, it is not said then that the other 
three perish together with him, the answer is, that the same 
four empires had been already symbolized in Daniel ii. Us 
about to perish together. It sufficed, therefi[>re, to distinguish 
the destinies of the three former empires firom that of the 
fourth, even as they are distinguished in Daniel vii., 12-— viz., 
that the three former i^ould lose their paramount dominion 
for a Certain space of time before they should perish altogether ; 
Imt that the fourth should, under the influence of a certain 
UtHe horn, exercise such a paramount dominion to the last, or 
uAtil' the kingdom of the Son of Man shall be erected over alL 
* In conclusion, I am obliged also to add, in the briefest 
pQimtte note, what is my view of Apocalyptic Chronology in 
general I recognize, then, the year-day principle; but^, in 
w^ ofitmti^ we must discruoinate more than is usually done 
in the appIijBation of it. Weeks iwfliy be resolved into years l?y 
aeriptuitiJ precedent ; and, therefor^i, months aisp, If the ofu^ 
iOrre^(ui«e^ , S«fh oaaee k^^ ppexxtxtAi wd b^T^ .l^fep.fih^^^ 
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and verified by historical facts ; but it does not therefore follow 
that in all chronolc^ical prophecies they must be so resolved* 
Jqst po also with regard to the year-day principle in general. 
A^ ;kn common language the exact meaning of a term does not 
4epen4 absolutely either on its strict etymology or its frequent 
usapa o^e particular sense, but also on Ae context, so is it with 
the ^ronolqgical language of prophecy in like wise. Thus the 
five months of the horse-headed locusts are twice mentioned, 
pnfl there are no vain repetitions in the Apocalypse. In the 
finst instance we must apply the year-day principle : in - the 
secoiid we maj/ (if occasion so require) interjH^t those months 
literally. So also with regard to the day^ months and year of 
th^ lion-headed horses, which, though not twice mentioned^ 
ye^ are expressed in so artful a parenthesis that they may be 
twice construed. But with regard to the 1,260 days of the two 
witnesses, and of the woman's first flight into the wilderness, 
those I understand as literal days : so also with r^ard to the 
forty 'two months of the Gentiles, and the three and a h(df times 
of the woman's second flight into the wilderness — ^those I under- 
stand as literal months and years. A single word here of jusl^t 
fication. The 2,300 evenings and mornings seem to signify 
, sacrifices^ and, if so, the number oi days would be 1,160 days ; 
or if the true reading be 2,400, then 1,200 days. But, to pass 
that, I have read Mr. Birk's argument against the individual 
personality of the wilful king with my best attention (as 
every thing which he writes is worthy of all consideration), 
but without a satisfactory conviction of its validity. To me 
the wilful king is, in the fiill and proper sense, as much an 
individual person (immediately in the prophecy succeeding 
Antiochus Epiphanes his type), as any other of the kings in 
the preceding list ; and hence I interpret the times and days of 
" the Scripture of truth" literally. The approximation of all 
these numbers of " days" both in Daniel and in the Apoca- 
lypse, to each other, seems on the surface to intimate their 
association ; but there is a deeper foundation for the opinion 
that they are associated — namely, the correspondence between 
a particular prophecy of Daniel and the Apocalypse. ITiat 
the one week of Daniel ix., 27, would be fulfilled at the end gf 
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the ptesent dispensation (that is, when the wilful king shall 
come to his end>, is an exposition as old as Hippolytus, 6t 
before the middle of the third century. I think it will then 
be fulfilled, and that the former Apocalyptic numbers above 
mentioned, as synchronous with the woman's first flight, will 
constitute the former half of the one week ; and that the latter 
numbers, which synchronize with the woman's second flight 
into the wilderness, will constitute the latter half of the one 
week in the prophecy of the seventy weeks. Let me only add 
that it seems to me the former half week will commence with 
the descent of the mighty angel (x. 1), and terminate at the 
same instant point of time with the sixth trumpet ; when im- 
mediately and without interval, the latter half week and the 
seventh trumpet will begin and end together. Reviewing 
what I have written, the repetition of " I think," and " in my 
opinion," sounds, even to my own ear, ofiensive ; but I beg the 
reader himself to be my apologist, as if it were to avoid some- 
thing more ofiensive, and that I preferred to be even an 
egotist rather than a dogmatist. Without some explanation 
the reader could not well have understood the following pages. 
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SECTION I. 



THE SEVEN LAMP BRANCHES. 

« The seven stars are angels •of the seven Churches** (i. SO). 
Daubuz, in his preliminary discourse, remarks to this effect — There 
is such an affinity between the spiritual and visible world that 
nothing is done in the visible but what has been exemplified before 
in the spiritual world. Hence the term angd is used of both; 
every minister of God may be termed an aogel : the Letitieal 
priest and the prophet are so termed in the Scriptures : in the syna- 
gogue, and in these seven episties, the presiding mtniat^rs of the 
Churches are termed an^h of the Churches^^nwaaelyy in that sense 
in which the celestial spirits who minister about those who shall be 
heirs of salvation are called their angels (Matt, xviii. 10). So 
these angels are the ministers of God to the Churches, descending, 
as it were, and ascending again and again, like the celestial angeb 
in Jacob's dream ; they are the medium of intercourse both ways, 
not the mediators. 

" And the seven lamp branches are seven Churches." Mr. J. C. 
Knight has urged, as a good supplementary argument for the 
genuineness of the Apocalypse, a coincidence between it and his- 
tory which must have been undesigned. In the fifth year of Nero, 
A. D. 61, the cities of Colosse, Hierapolis, and Laodicea were over- 
turned by an earthquake. Laodicea was almost immediately re- 
built ; whereas there is no historic evidence for the restoration of 
the other two cities for half a century or more afterwards. Now, 
the Churches at Colosse and Hierapolis, probably founded by St. 
Paul, but certainly existing in his time (Col. iv. 13), are not in- 
cluded among the Churches of the Apooalypse ; and it is probable 
that one consequence of the earthquake might be that they had 
either become extinct for a time, or of less importance. Certain 
it is that the Apocalypse was by divine command (i. 11) to be sent 
to *^ the seven Churches " by name, and the definite article seems 
to imply that those seven were either the only, or at least the chief. 
Churches then existing in the province. Perhaps, neither of these 
points is more than probable; but .there is no doubt that the woi^ 
of God's providence and his word of revelation are both most maar- 
vetlous. 

I have before remarked on the exact use of the terms ang^ and 
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seven Churches (L 20\ without the definite article ; by which omis- 
sion they become applicable to seven angels and seven Churches in 
general. Now, we liave reason to believe that seven Churches in 
general may symbolize the holy Catholic Church : for first, ac- 
cording to our Lord's own explanation of the mystery, the seven 
lamp branches signify seven Churches ; and hence it follows that 
the seven- branched lamp of the tabernacle signified one sevenfold 
or complete Churchy If, then, it could be made out that the seven 
l^mp branches of the Apocalypse, bearing each a single lamp (for 
there are only seven stars or lights), are not only an allumn^ 
which nobody denies, but also a substitution for the lan^p of the 
tabernacle, only taken as it were to pieces — then it would fallow 
that the seven separate lamp branches might also signify a Churchy 
really though not visibly, one and complete, the holy Catholic 
Church. Mr. Elliott, at least, would not object to this, who says 
himself — "It would seem from the scriptural account that the 
seven branches of the Jewish temple lamps once were removable 
from the central chandelier, perhaps to typify how under a future 
dispensation (viz., the Gentile) the Church would lose the form, of 
visiltle unity that it had possessed under the Jewish, aad be scattered 
in it^ different branches over the world." (Hor. Apoc. i. 73, note.) 
I hope to show, by means of the seven epistles themselves, that the 
symbol of the seven lamp branches are intended as an actual subsii- 
tuiion for the lamp of the tabernacle ; consequently that they may 
symbolize not only the seven Churches in Asia, but also the holy 
Qa^hqlic Church : and at the same time, as I go along, I hope also, 
toshpTK thatthe same seven epistles which describe the character 
and condition of the former do also describe them as typical of 
the latter. 

" The symbolic scene of this vision (I quqte the « Hor. Apoc." i. 
73f 7^») appears tp have been a chamber like that of the holy place in 
t)iQ Jewish tenople ; with not indeed a sevenfold lampsconce, but seven 
B0parate lamps, lighted and burning in it." "This holy place and 
its candlesticks seem to represent the state of the Churches^ not as, , 
seen by the eye of man, but by the eyes of Him that seeth in 
secret ; just as the holy place of the Jewish temple was only accessible . 
to the priest, while the a/&rr-co«r^ was the scene of what was pi^blicly, 
vjsible ia the worship." All this appears to be perfectly correct } 
an4» accordingly, the sev-^ epistles relate not so much to the ^x^ 
ternal circumstances as to the spiritual condition of the sev^n,. 
Ciurch/^ nfbAthex qf Asia, or oC.th^. holy C^h-pUc Church. , 
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But the symbolic scenery is a subject which it is necessary I 
should consider more in detail. The tabernacle, anid afterwards 
the temple, was rectangular, and built, as to its length, like our 
churches, in the direction of east and west ; but with this difference, 
that the innermost part of our churches, the chancel^ is situated to 
the east, but the innermost part of the tabernacle, the most holy 
place, was situated to the west. The golden lamp of the tabernacle 
is particularly described in the Pentateuch, where a special charge 
to Moses is recorded : ** And look that thou make them after their 
pattern, which was shewed in the mount" (Exodus xxv., 81-40). 
This charge had been given before with reference to the sanctuary 
in general (verse 9, Heb. viii. 5), and was now repeated with special 
reference to the golden lamp and its accompaniments. According 
to the description of it, this lamp seems to have been so ornamented 
as to imitate an almond tree (like Aaron*s priestly rod and the 
emblem of vigilance), with an upright stem and six bending 
branches, three on either side of the middle stem ; and these 
branches were coupled in pain by a nut of an almond flower, under 
each pair at the stem. As to its position in the tabernacle, it was 
set in the holy place, between the two veils, opposite to the table of 
shewbread, and near the south waM (Exodus xxvi., 35). According 
to Josephus, who, as a priest, must have known the fact in his day, 
the lamp was so placed obliquely. << It terminated in seven heads in 
one row, all standing parallel to one another ; and these branches 
carried seven lamps, one by one, in imitation of the number of the 
planets. The lamps looked (or faced) to the east and to the south, 
the candlestick being situated obliquely'* (Josh. Ant. Hi. 6) — that 
is, the row of lamps fronted, as to their broadside, obliquely on one 
side toward the eastern or outer veil, and on the other side toward 
the southern wall, near which it was placed. Supposing this, 
imagine then the high priest to come forth from the western or 
inner veil : from that direction his natural course to the middle 
stem of the lamp would be to go on that side of the row of lights 
which fronted obliquely toward the southern wall. If now he 
grasped that stem with his right hand (standing, of course, with his 
back to the southern wall), he would have three branches on his 
left hand ranging obliquely to the north-west, and three branches 
on his right hand ranging obliquely to the south-east. Now, in the 
first place this is precisely the attitude of our Lord in the vision (i. 16). 
" The forerunner who hath entered for us within the veil," J>ut who 
is here represented as having come forth into our outer sanctuary. 
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But next, if you examine carefully 9k good map of proconsular Asia, 
and observe ike hngiiude of Thyatiray you will find the actual sites 
of EphesuSy Smyrna, and Pergamosy receding from that longitude 
toward the west, precisely in the order above written, which is the 
order of the first three epistles ; and, in like manner, you will find 
the actual sites of SardiSy Philadelphia, andLaodiceay receding from 
the same longitude toward the east, precisely also in the order as 
before of the last three epistles. Moreover, the two extreme cities, 
Pergamos and Laodicea, are situated directly north-west and south- 
east of Thyatira : so that, imagine seven beacon-fires over these 
cities to be elevated and expanded into stars in the sidereal heavens, 
and they would appear to a spectator on earth as a constellation of 
seven stars in a row, ranging obliquely north-west and south-east, 
as Josephus has described the lamp. Now, for an experiment, let 
us reconstruct the lamp of the tabernacle, by arranging the seven 
lamp branches according to the sites of the seven Churches, and see 
whether the seven epistles can, by any means, be coupled in patrsy 
as they ought to be, if the seven lamp branches be substituted for 
the lamp of the tabernacle. This would be the figure :— 



Perg. Smyr. Eph. THY. Sard. PhU, Lao. 



Wbbt 




East 



' 6eft)r&, however, proceeding to this experiment, a word or two, 
1^ ihfe S^y, of the Apocalyptic Chronology, so far as it seems to be 
slightly intimated even in this vision. Our Lord in this vision 
appeals as si Sort of Man, and in the vestment of a high priest. Part 
of this ttescriptibtl is a reference to Daniel vii. 9^ and part of it to 
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Daniel x. S-6. In the vision of the Apocalypse He is girt about 
the breasts, and in the vision of Daniel about the loins, but there is 
no real difference ; the high priest had two ^rdles, one for his un- 
dercoat girt about the loins ; another, the curious girdle of the ephod, 
went twice about the body, and hung down from the breast to the 
feet. This last circumstance was most imposing to the eye in the 
vision of St. John, and << righteousness is the girdle o^ his loins" 
(see Mede 908; Jos. Ant. iii. 7; and Levit. viii. 7). But, now, both 
those visions of Daniel foretell what shall come to pass in the latter 
days; or, if you will, during the succession of days, but still succes- 
sive even until the time *< when the sdnts shall possess the kingdom" 
(Dan. vii. 22 ; x. 14). Does the reference of the Apocalypse to 
such visions intimate nothing whatever concerning its own chrono- 
logy in this vision ? 

Sir Isaac Newton had another theory, for he was a periodist ; and 
yet, in his sagacity, he has certain remarks which countenance the 
idea above suggested. ** The temple (says he) is the scene of these 
visions, and the visions in the temple relate to the feasts of the 
seventh month. For the feasts of the Jews were typical of things 
to come : the passover related to the first coming of Christ ; there- 
foTBf His first coming being over before this prophecy was given, the 
Jeasts of the seventh month only are here alluded to. On the first day 
of that month, in the morning, the high priest dressed the lamps ; 
and, in allusion hereunto^ this prophecy begins with a vision of one 
like the Son of Man in the high priest's habit, appearing as it were 
in the midst of the seven golden candlesticks, or over against the 
midst of them, dressing the lamps, which appeared like a rod of 
seven stars in his right hand ; and this dressing was performed by 
the sending of seven epistles to the angels or bishops of the seven 
Churches. These epistles contain admonitions against the approach- 
ing apostasy, and, therefore, relate to the times when the apostasy 
began to work strongly and before it prevailed. It began to work 
in the apostle's days, and was to continue working till the man of 
sin should be revealed " (Obs. on Apoc. 4o. 255). Combine these 
hints : the feasts of the seventh month relate to the second coming 
of Christ, and the vision opens on the first morning of that month. 
The high priest of that vision is a reference to two visions of Daniel 
which relate to that second comings' at wlficb time the grand apos- 
tasy will terminate with the perdition of the man of sin. 
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SECTION IL 

THE SEVEN EPISTLES. 

Whether the seven epistles be or be not descriptive of the cha- 
racter and destinies of the holy Catholic Church may depend on 
the previous question — Whether the seven lamp branches are to be 
considered as substituted %v the lamp of the tabernacle taken, as it 
were, to pieces ? The latter must be granted to signify a Church 
visibly one and complete ; and if the seven lamp branches are to 
be considered as substituted for that, then it would follow that they 
symbolize a Church really, though not visibly, one and complete— 
the holy Catholic Church. That they are so substituted I en- 
deavour to prove by showing that the seven epistles addressed 
severally to the angel of each Church, symbolized by each lamp 
branch, bear a relation to one another, correspondent to that which 
existed between the several branches of the lamp in the tabernacle 
— namely, that they are coupled in pairs. 

But first we must observe the division of these seven epistles 
into two classes — a division which is peculiar to them ; for all the 
other more obvious septenaries in the Apocalypse are also divided 
into two classes, the first of which,. however, consists of^wr, and 
the other o^ three : but the seven epistles are divided into two classes, 
the first of which consists of three and the other of /our. Thus the 
numbers, four and three, the usual order, become in the epistles 
three and four in a reverse order. 

Thus, in the seven seals, first there is a class of /our ; the opening 
of each being announced by the voice of each of the four living 
creatures, saying, *< Come and see," or " Come ;" and then each 
exhibits a horse and its rider. The last three seals have neither of 
these circumstances, and by the omission of them the three are 
sorted into a second class by themselves So in the seven trumpets^ 
first, there is a class of /our — the land, the sea, the rivers, and the 
firmament of a symbolic world. The last three trumpets are dis- 
tinguished as three woes, and thus they also are sorted into a second 
class by themselves. Lastly, in the seven vials, first, there is a class 
of /our ; the same symbolic world as before — the land, the sea, the 
rivers, and the firmament : the last three vials fbrm a second class 
also as before in the trumpets ; for the fifth trumpet and vial are 
both characterised by darkness, the sixth trumpet and vial by the 
B 2 
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Euphrates, and the seventh trumpet and vial by an earthquake and 
gi-eat hail. In all these septenaries the class of four precedes the 
class of three. 

But in the seven epistles this order is reversed, and the class oi 
three precedes the class of four. This classification is effected by 
changing the form in the conclusions of the several epistles ; which 
conclusions have all indeed one general character in substance— 
they convey a promise to the individual victor in the great fight of 
faith, but in form they are varied. The first three epistles conclude 
thus — " He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith to the 
Churches; to him that oxercometh" — then follows the pro" 
mise. Here the attention is first arrested in the beginning, and 
then the promise is given. But in the lo&t four epistles the promise 
is first given, and then you are required to give attention. They 
conclude thus — " To him that overcometh *' — then follows the 
promise, and at the end of all it is said, << He that hath an ear, let 
him hear what the Spirit saith unto the Churches,*^ And thus the 
seven epistles are divided, first into a class of three^ and secondly 
into another of four. 

What may be the signification intended by the classification 
always into four and three, or the reverse, is a question which could 
only be answered properly by entering into particulars ; but, in a 
general way, it may be remarked that the number seven is a nu- 
merical symbol in the Scriptures for perfection, and originally used 
with respect to duration, signifying perfect time ; and the number 
four is another such symbol for universality, generally used with 
respect to extension, and specifically in this prophecy for its own 
symbolic world and its secular affairs ; for secular affairs are the 
character of all the quaternions of the Apocalypse, not excepting 
even the last four epistles, which have a mixture of that character 
in them more than is to be found in the first three epistles. As to 
the reverse order of these numbers in the seven epistles there was 
a particular intention in that, which will come out in the course of 
the present discussion. i 

Looking back, then, to the figure of the lamp of the tabernacle, 
reconstructed as in page 17, I must now endeavour" to show that 
the seven epistles may be coupled in pairs correspondently— 
namely, that the epistles to Ephesus and Sardis pair off together— 
that those to Smyrna and Philadelphia are another pair — that those 
to Pergamos and Laodicea are yet a third pair — and, lastly, that the 
epistle to Tbyatira, the central piece of all the seven, is peculiar 
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and distinct from all these pairs, and yet connected with them. We 
must begin with the first pair, the epistles to Ephesus and Sardis, 
whose sites were nearest of all to the longitude of rAya^/m— Ephe- 
sus to the west and Sardis to the east. 



SECTION III. 



THE EPISTLES TO EPHESUS AND SARDIS. 

It might suffice for the purpose of showing that six of the seven 
epistles, and thence that the Churches to which they are addressed, 
constitute three distinct pairs, merely to compare them together ; but 
for the sake of compression I shall do more : in each case I shall 
examine— first, the Comparison ; secondly, the Connexion between 
each pair and the other visions of the Apocalypse ; and, thirdly, 
the Counsel of the Lord. 

I. THE COMPARISON. 

The Address, 

(1). Ephesus, — " These things saith He that graspeth the seven 
stars in his right hand; who walketh about among the seven 
lamp branches of gold" (ii, 2). 

(2). Sardis.-^** These things saith He that hath the seven spirits 
of God, and the seven stars '' (iii. 1). 

Each address includes two particulars: — First, in each are the seven 
starsy an obvious identity. Secondly, in one we have. He who walketh 
about among the seven lamp branches \ and in the other, the seven Spirits 
of God ; and I have to show the correspondence between these. The 
seven Spirits of God are four times mentioned in the Apocalypse, 
and never as separated but always as united (i. 4 ; iv. 5 ; iii. 1 ; v. 6). 
In the two former passages they are said to be before the throne : 
in. the two latter they stand in connexion with the Lamb. The 
seven horns of the Lamb are His seven Churches — His kingdom on 
earth : in them is His strength, and He has to each an eye. But 
now, in the last passage (v. 6), those eyes are said to be *< the seven 
Spirits of God sent forth into all the worW* Grant only for a 
moment, and for the sake of argument in this first instance, that 
i\^^ ^y^n \mf ^Jf^chci, aad tbe 3eyfJ^ Pfturphe? in Asia, mat^ 
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possibly y the one symbolize^ And the other typify, the holy Catholic 
Church ; and it will follow immediately that when it is said of our 
Lord in one place that he waJketh about among the seven lamp 
branches — and in the other, that He hath the seven Spirits of God, 
implied by the reference to be those seven which are sent forth into 
all the world — then the signification of these passages is substantially 
the same. 

2. The Argument. 

(1). Ephesus. — "Remember, therefore, whence thou hast fallen 
and repent and do thy first worics ; or else I will come to thee 
suddenly, and will remove thy lamp branch, exc^t thou repent. 
But this thou hast, that thou hatest the deeds of the Nicolaitans, 
which I also hate" (ii. 6, 6). 

(2). Sardis. — "Remember, therefore, how thou hast received 
and heard, and keep it and repent. If, therefore, thou shalt not 
watch, I will come on thee as a thief, and thou shalt in no wise 
know at what hour I will come on thee. But thou hast a few names 
in Sardis which have not defiled their garments ; and they shall 
walk about with me in white ones, for they are worthy" (ill. 4, 5). 

There are two particulars here which are common to these two 
epistles ; but which are not paralleled by anything similar in any 
of the other epistles — First, a literary resemblance ; they are not 
only to repent, but to remember and repent* Secondly, a real resem- 
blance in this, that the admonition is immediately followed by a 
mitigation of the rebuke given to each — but this thou hast; the 
Lord immediately praising them for what he saw in them praise- 
worthy. 

3. The Conclusion, 

(1). Ephesus.-^^ To him that overcometh, I will give him to eat 
of the tree of life, which is in the paradise of God " (ii. 7). 

(2). Sardis. — " He that overcometh shall in likewise be clothed 
in white garments ; and I will in nowise blot out his name Arbm the 
book of life, but I will confess his name before my Father, and 
before His angels" (iii. 5, 6). 

The correspondence here is obvious ; the tree of life was a tree 
in the midst of the garden of Eden, endued with the virtue of pre- 
serving life (Gen. iv. 22). The victor shall eat of it and live for 
ever. In other words, in nowise shall his name be blotted out of 
the book of life. 

Thus, notwithstanding the different character and condition of 
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two distinot Churohes, there exists in the two epistles addressed 
to these certain pmnts of resemblance throughout^ in t(ie address, 
the argument, and the conclusion of each. They are oompanion;# 
corresponding like a pair of branches, situated, respectively, to the 
west and east in the lamp of the tabernacle and coupled at the 
stem. Do you demur ? Turn immediately to the comparisons of 
the next two pairs. Under the next head, I have to show the coti' 
nexUm between these two epistles and the subsequent visions of the 
Apocalypse, and it will appear at the same time that chrmiologicaUy 
they are connected with the timea of the wild beast (xiii.), what- 
ever those times may be. 

II. THE CONNEXIOK. 

1. Epkems. 

The angel of this Church is praised again and again for his 
patience. Patience implies persecution — great patience implies 
great pe^ecution. Now, it is of the persecution by the wild beast 
that it is again and again said with an emphasis— -IZ^e is thepa' 
Hence of the saints (xiii. 10 ; xiv. 12)* 

His next prabe is, ** Thou hast tried those who call themselves 
apostles, and are not> and hast found them liars" (ii.2). Now« in 
the first place, I do not deny^ but rather maintain, that the turn of 
the phrase here intimates that these false apostles are emissaries 
from the two][synagogues of Satan, who call themselves Jews, and 
are not, but do lie (ii. 9 ; iii. 9). And of such emissaries we read 
in the times of the wild beast — ^namely^ the '< three filthy spirits like 
frogs ; for they are the spirits of demons, making 9igns^ which go 
farih (false apostles) to the kings of the whole world, to muster 
them to the battle of that great day of the Almighty God'* 
(xvi. U). 

2. Swrdii. 

There are many eovOrat^ in the Apocalypse which aid much to 
the understanding of the prophecy. Therefore, whereas we have 
seen, in the sister Church of Ephesus, mention is made of those 
&lse ajjostles, it becomes a question whether there be not an implied 
contrast to those three filthy spirits of demons in what is addressed 
to the Church of Sardis, that he writes to her who hath the seven 
Spirits of God (sent forth into all the world). But however that 
may be, certain it is that directly, in connexion with the descriptioi 
of those three filthy spirits of demons, it immediately follows—* 
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" Behold I come as a thief; blessed is he that watcheth and keepeth 
hisgai-ments " (xvi. 15). See now whether the epistle to Sardis be 
not connected with that passage, and consequently with th« times 
©f the wild beast, when you read thus j— " If, therefore, thou 
shalt not watch, / will come on t/tee as a thief and thou shalt 
in nowise know at what hour I will come on thee. But thou hast a 
few names in Sardis which have not defiled their garments' (m,^, 4). 

Thus, the connexion between these two epistles and the subse- 
quent vbions and the times of the wild beast, is real ; and there 
are besides other links which will appear incidentally under the 
next head. Having shown this connexion, here seems to be the 
proper place for noticing an objection which might have been 
started before. It may be objected that the mention of the Nico- 
laitans in the epbtle to Ephesus (ii. 6) assimilates it also to the 
epistle addressed to Pergamos (ii, 15). Now, if all these epistles 
are connected with the times of the wild beast, as I shall shew-^ 
and if those times be of short duration, as I suppose— it cannot be 
otherwise but that the enemies of one will be the enemies of all. 
But for those who may not think with me on that point there is a 
more direct answer to the objection. There is not so great a simi- 
larity between the two Churches as is supposed by the objection ; 
for Ephesus is praised because there the deeds of the Nicolaitans 
are hated ; but Pergamos is blamed because there they are hdd 
KpajBvras — ^pertinaciously held. The inference from such a distinc- 
tion in my view is important — namely, that in the times of the wild 
beast the doctrine of these Nicolaitans will prevail more the far- 
ther to westward; for both Ephesus and Pergamos are to be 
reckoned as belonging to the west, but Pergamos lies farthest to 
the west; though, as we shall see afterwards, still the west 
Churches have, upon the whole, the advantage in point of cha- 
racter to those on the east. But I have been betrayed into an- 
ticipating what follows. 

III. THE COUNSEL OF THE LORD. 

Under this head the more practical portion of these divine 
epistles — ^the instruction, exhortation, and consolation, administered 
by our Lord Himself— will be felt by every Christian heart of tb^ 
utmost importance at all times. What will they be in the last tim^, 
if my view of them be correct ? Yet every one will perceive thai 
it is not of the nature of thip brief treatise tp amplify on suc^ 
ppints. 
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1. Ephesus* 

The angel of this Church is thus rebuked and admonished by 
the Lord — " Nevertheless I have this against thee, that thou hast 
left iky fint love. Remember, therefore, whence thou hast fallen 
and repent, and do thy first works ; or else I will come to thee sud- 
denly, and remove thy lamp branch out of its plac^, except thou 
repent" (ii. 4, 5). The fault was overt, for the proof of his failing 
love were his deficient works. But I am among those who under- 
stand that when the angel of any Church is addressed the whole 
Church over which he presides is comprehended in that address ; 
and very naturally, so much does the character of any Church de- 
pend on that of its angel. The threat to remove a lamp branch 
out of its place must be, were it executed, a common calamity to 
them both. 

It is generally agreed that an implied reference is intended here 
to Jeremiah's first opening of his commission to Jerusalem. « Go 
and cry in the ears of Jerusalem, saying. Thus saith the Lord ; I 
remember thee, the kindness of thy youth, the love of thine espousals^ 
when thou wentest after me in the wilderness, in a land that was 
not sown, Israd was holiness unto the Lord, and the first fruits of 
His increase : all that devour Him shall offend : evil shall come 
upon them, saith the Lord" (Jer. ii. 2, 3). Generally, also, it is 
thought that the first twelve chapters of Jeremiah were written in 
the reign of Josiah ; and some have thought that they constitute 
only one continued prophecy, foretelling chiefly the general restora- 
tion of Israel, as distinguished from the partial restoration of 
Juddhy in the last times. With regard^ however, solely to the 
passage above quoted, it may be observed, that Israel had a first 
and a second remove into the wilderness — first, into the wilderness 
of the Red Sea : " They took their journey from Succoth, and en- 
camped in Etham, in the edge of the wilde;'ness" (Exod. xiii. 20). 
And, secondly, across the Red Sea : " So Moses brought Israel 
from the Red Sea, and they went into the wilderness of Shur " 
(Exod. XV. 22). The last remove seems to be that which is com- 
pared to a flight upon eagles* wings — « Ye have seen what I did 
UTito the Egyptians^ and how I bare you on eayies* winysy and 
brought you unto myself " (Exod. xix. 4; Deut. xxxii. 11). If 
they followed Him into a land that was not sown they were, how- 
ever, fed there with manna from heaven ; yet there, after theif 
second remove, d}d thejr murmur 4nd left their first love^ 
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Now, the 8un-clad woman of chap, xii.— that is, the holy Catholic 
Church (whose foundation was the ancient Church of Israel) — after 
the birth of her manly son, first '< fled into the wilderness, where 
she hath a place prepared of God, that they should feed her there 
one thousand two hundred and sixty days" (xii. 6). Just at the 
end of that period, as may be inferred from other passages of 
Scripture, a second time, she not merely flees, but flies into the 
wilderness. " And there were given to the woman the two wings 
of the great eagle (referring to Exod. xix. 4), that she might fly 
into the wilderness, into her place, where she is fed there for a time, 
and times, and half a time, from the face of the serpent" (xii. 14.) 
Like the wilderness of the Red Sea and of Shur, this wilderness is 
substantially the 6ame ; and this is marked by the circumstance 
repeated of Iter being fed there, even ae Israel woe fed in the wU^ 
demesa — first, by the unleavenedj bread furnished by Egypt^— so 
here << where ihe^ (men) shall feed her there " (xii. 6) ; and, 
secondly, was Israel fed by the food from heaven — and so here ' 
<< where fihe is fed there "—namely, more marvellously, even by the 
special providence of God. Thus the wildemees is the same ; but 
the timee are different ; and this is marked, not only by the change 
of the notation of time from one thousand two hundred and Mxty 
days to three and a half times, but also by another change in the 
language ; for at first she fled from before the great fiery dragon; 
but now, since his fall before described, he is denominated simply 
the eerpent. Here is then another though a latent connexion be- 
tween this epistle and the subsequent visions ; and latent, perhaps, 
because strictly those passages just quoted from chap. xii. refer not to 
the times of the wild beast so much as to the very conjunction of 
his times to those immediately preceding them. 

But, for the application and counsel of the Lord : the sun-clad 
woman is another symbol, signifying, like the seven lamp branches, 
the holy Catholic Church; and her manly son (a boUl professing 
body of Christians in bad times) is, in like manner, another symbol, 
signifying, like two of the seven lamp -branches, the two blameless 
Churches of Smyrna and Philadelphia, to the west and east (all 
which is easily capable of sufficient proof) : it may be inferred, 
therefore, that the lamp branch and Church of Ephesus may sym- 
bolize some portion of the holy Catholic Church toward the west, 
who may in those bad times be among the many whose love shall 
wax cold— even that first love which she might have felt at the be- 
ginning of the one thousand two hundred and sixty days, when fii»t 
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they shall flee into the wilderness : and, if so, what admonition 
more appropriate than that which follows in this epistle ? If she 
no longer'** sing there, as in the days of her youth, and as in the 
day when she came up out of the land of Egypt," fitting it is that 
the Lord should plead with her there, « like as He pleaded with 
her fathers in the wilderness of the land of Egypt " (Hos. ii. 14, 15 ; 
Ezek. XX. 33-38). This, indeed, admits of no pertinent application 
now; for it pertains not to the present moment particularly, but in 
another day it may be another matter. 

2. SardtB. 

It is particularly observable that the whole tenor of the counsel 
of the Lord in this epistle is applicable jHurtietdarly to the angd of 
this Church. He is rebuked as having only a name to live : his 
light |is a lamp almost extinguished ; his Church a slumbering, 
fainting, virgin ready to perish; but ** the dim-burning flax he shall 
not quench.** He is admonished to watch and repent : he is 
threatened that otherwise to his Church he will not come as a 
bridegroom, and upon himself he will come as a thief. Both these 
figures our Lord Himself had previously used, and His apostles 
had repeated them (Matt. xxiv. 43 ; xxv. 1 ; Luke xii. 35-40 ; 
1 Thess. v, 2 ; 2 Peter iii. 10), The figure of the thief may be, in 
this epistle, an aUusion^ as Lightfoot and others have remarked, to 
a custom observed under the last temple. The temple was watched 
by night in three difierent places by three companies of priests, 
and in twenty-one other places by twenty-one companies of Levites. 
At peep of dawn the prefect of the temple stood and knocked at 
one of the doors where a company of the priests kept watch ; 
thence proceeding on his rounds, whom he found not watching 
he either branded by burning, or exposed by taking away their 
garments, m a thief. We have already seen that this threat is con- 
nected with the coming of our Lord, at ** the battle of that great 
day of the Almighty God*' (xvi. 14). By that connexion the 
threat becomes terrible in proportion to the delinquency of its 
object. 

But the whole of the epistle is made particularly applicable to the 
angel of this Church by its reference throughout to the visions of 
Zechariah. Such a reference may be traced from the very begin- 
ning of it. ** These things saith He that hath the seven Spirits of 
Gody But, as we have seen, the seven eyes of the Lamb are the 
seven Spirits of God, sent forth into all the earth. Observe how these 
passages refer us, first, to Zech* iii. 9— «*< For behold^ X am al^oi^ 
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to briDg my servant, the Branch. For, behold the stone which I 
have laid before Joshua, upon one stone are seven et/es. Behold I 
am the graver of its engravery, saith Jehovah of Hosts." Next, to 
Zech. iv, 10 — " But rejoice ye and consider that stone, that sepa- 
rated one ; in the hand of Zerubbabel are those seven : ike eyes of 
Jehovah are they^ running to and fro through all the land,*' To what 
end? "That the people may be strong, whose heart is whole 
towards Him" (2 Chron.xvi. 9). To strengthen the Israel of God 
in that land — << a land which the Lord careth for, and His eyes are 
always upon it, from the beginning of the year even unto the end 
of the year" (Deut. xii. 12). Our Lord is the antitypical Zerub- 
babel, who, by His Holy Spirit, will never fail to confirm and com- 
fort them " whose heart is whole toward Him " whose garments are 
undefiled, 

i By rule, the promise or threat in the argument of each epistle 
predicts the condition of the Church to which it is addressed — its 
condition in this world; but in the conclusion of each, the promise 
(for threat there is none) predicts the reward of the individual 
victor — his reward in the world to come. Now, in this epistle we find 
two promises — one in the argument addressed to the Church, and 
another in the conclusion addressed to the individual : to the 
Church — that is, " to the few in Sardis who have not defiled their 
garments ; and they shall walk about with me in white ones, for 
they are worthy" (iii 4) : to the individual — " He that overcometh 
shall in likewise be arrayed in white garments ; and I will in no\^ise 
blot out his name from the book of life, but I will confess his name 
before my Father and before His angels " (iii. 5). Both these pro- 
mises refer to two like promises in Zech. iii. 7 : — " Thus saith 
Jehovah of Hosts (to Joshua the high priest after his change of 
raiment), if in my ways thou wilt walk, and if my charge thou 
wilt keep, then shalt thou also judge my house and shalt also keep 
my courts : and I will also give thee walks among these that are 
standing by,*' Here are two proniises, given on two conditions : the 
conditions are, first, to walk in the ways of the law in general 
(against which the family of the high priest had of late offended, 
Ezra X. 18) ; and, secondly, to keep the charge assigned to Aaron 
and his sons. The promises are in a reverse order : if he kept the 
charge, he should continue to keep the temple courts : and if be 
walked in the way of the law, Jehovah of Hosts would give him 
walks (with allusion only to the cloisters of the temple) among the 
attendant angels there standing by. Similar promises are given to 
t^^ Cliurcl^ Wfd tp tfte }?j4iyi4ii^l victojr ftt Sardis— ppwfses bptlf 
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for this world and the world to come. Moreover, here also we 
may trace a connexion with the subsequent visions. In this world 
the few of this Church who had not defiled their garments shall 
walk about with the Lord in white ones, among these one hundred 
and forty and four thousand sealed — " the redeemed from the earth 
— they who with women were not defiled; for they are virgins (no 
adherents of the harlot of Babylon or her daughters). These are 
they who follow the Lamb whithersoever He goeth ; they are without 
blemish" (xiv. 4). In the world to come the individual victor may be 
traced; by his white garments in likewise, among that blessed com- 
pany, the bride of the Lord ; " and to her it was given to be 
arrayed in fine linen, bright and dear : for the fine linen b the 
righteousness of saints" We may trace him farther, even among 
that royal progress of the Word of God to judgment " And the 
armies which are in heaven followed Him upon white horses, 
clothed in fine linen, bright and dear '* (xix. 8, 13). " Whosoever 
shall confess me before men, saith the Lord, him shall the Son of 
Man confess be/ore the angels of God " (Luke xii. 8). 

In conclusion, I must take leave to say how entirely I agree with 
Dr. Stonard, that the whole series of visions in Zech. i.-vi. consti- 
tute together a little Apocalypse — so precisely similar are they both 
in their general character and structure ; and to suggest whether 
that little ancient Apocalypse be not the little book already opened 
in the hand of the Mighty Angel (x. 1) — a book which in the very 
beginning of that last great crisis is to be read, marked, learned, 
and inwardly digested. For I cannot agree with Dr. Stonard in 
interpreting those visions of Zechariah of a long series of events 
already past in the history of the Church ; which appears to be an 
error something like my own former periodistic interpretation of the 
seven epistles : rather they relate, in their ultimate intention, to the 
last times immediately before the second advent. As to the vision 
in Zech. iii. the contest there, St. Jude says, was "concerning the 
body of Moses" or the Mosaic Church ; as the body of Christ sig- 
nifies in St. Paul the Christian Church (Jude 9, 23 ; 1 Cor. x. 1-4 ; 
xii. 12, 13) ; but the whole series of visions relates to " Jerusa- 
lem which Jehovah hath chosen." Zechariah and Jeremiah, pro- 
phets of Israel, are so referred to in these two epistles that we 
should be careful to search what interest the natural but spiritual 
Israel of God may have in those portions of the holy Catholic 
Church which may be typified by the Churches to whom the 
epistles are addressed. 
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SECTION IV. 



THE EPISTLES TO SMYRNA AND PHILADELPHIA. 

Obskevino the same order as before let us, first, compare these two 
epistles to see whether thej constitute a pmr, like two correspond- 
ing branches in the lamp of the tabernacle, situated one to the west, 
the other to the east ; for next to Ephesus and Sardis, Smyrna was 
situated nearest to the west and Philadelphia nearest to the east 
of the longitude of Thyatira ; and, therefore, this enquiry concerns 
the geography of the Apocalypse : secondly, as to its chronology — 
let us see whether these two epistles are connected with those subse- 
quent visions in the Apocalypse which relate to the times of the 
wild beast, whatever those times may be : and, thirdly, let us hear 
the counsel of the Lord. 

I. THE COMPARISON. 

The correspondence between the whole of these two epistles is 
so obvious, even upon the surface, that the most cursory reader 
cannot fail to observe it, but it is still greater than it appears. 

1. The Address. 

(1). Smyrna. — << These thmgs saith the first and the last ; who 
was dead but lived again*' (ii. 9). 

(2). Philadelphia. — << These things saith He that is holy. He 
that is true. He that hath the key of David, He that openeth and 
none shall shut, that shutteth and none shall open'* (iii. 7). 

First, and upon the surface, these two passages are coupled by 
an obvious or an apparent reference to one and the same passage 
preceding — namely, to the words of our Lord Himself in the intro- 
ductory vision ; the epistle to Smyrna obviously referring to some 
of those words, and the epistle to Philadelphia apparently referring 
to others : — " Fear not; I am the first and the lasty and He that liveth; 
and / VDOS dead ; hut behold^ I am alive for ever and ever (this is 
obvious) : and / hold the keys of death and of hades'' (i. 17. 18) ; 
this is less obvious. Our Lord's words plainly refer to Deut. 
xxxii. 39, 40. It is plain also that He first asserts His deity (Comp. 
Isai. xlL 4 ; xliii. 10; xliv. 6; xlviii. 12) ; and next declares His hu- 
manity^ but risen and glorified, and having the full, power of life and 
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of death (Comp. Bsalm ix. 13, and Hosea nii. 14). So also each of 
these two £iddresses be^ns with asserting His deity (for Philadelphia 
Comp. Ezod. xxxiv. 6 ; Isai. xl. 25) ; and end$ with declaring His 
humanity. To Smyrna, He says — « Who was dead hut lived a^ain /** 
and to Philadelphia, « He that hath the key of David.*' What I 
have to show is, that to hold the key of David implies both His own 
resurrection and His power oyer the resurrection of others — or, 
which is the same thing, that He hath the keys of death and of 
hades. But this is already done to our hand by the reference, in- 
dicated by the key of David, to the typical prophecy in Isai. xxii. 20- 
22 : — " And in that day I will call my servant^ even Eliakim, the 
son of Hilkiah : and I will clothe him with thy robe, and with thy 
baldric will I strengthen him : and thy government will I commit 
to his hand ; and he shall be a father to the inhabitants of Jerusa- 
lem and to the house of Judah. And / will lay the key of the house 
of David upon his shoulder ; and he shall open and none shall shut ; 
and he shall shut and none shaU open,** Our Lord assumes this pro- 
phecy to Himself: He is the' antitypical Eliakim — Eliakim is a 
proper name signifying God raises up ; our Lord is " the resurrec- 
tion and the life,*' who will open the gates of death and of hades, 
and bringing all his saints with Him will assume the government 
on His own shoulder, and sit on the throne of His father David 
(Isai. ix. 6, 7). On this head the correspondence between these 
two epistles is full and exquisite. 

2. The Argument, 

(1). Smyrna,'-^*' I know thy tribulation and thy poverty (but 
thou art rich); and I know the blasphemy of some who say they are 
Jews and are not, but a synagogue of Satan. Fear not the things 
which thou art about to su£Per. Behold, the devil is about to cast 
some of you into prison, that ye may be tried ; and ye shall have a 
tribulation often days : be thou faithful until death, and I will give 
thee the crown of life" (ii. 9, 10). 

(2). Philadelphia, — " Behold, I will give thee some of the syna- 
gogue of Satan, who say they are Jews and are not, but do lie ; 
behold, I will make them to come and worship before thy feet, and 
they shall know that I have loved thee. Because thou hast kept 
the word of my patience, I also will keep thee (safe) from that hour 
of tiial which is about to come upon the whole world, to try them 
that dwell upon the earth. I will come suddenly : hold fast that 
which thou hast, that none take thy crown'' (iii. 9, 11). 
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In general these two epistles agree in describing two blameless 
Churches, and this is their grand peculiarity; for every other 
epistle has more or less of blame. In particular, the above pas- 
sages obviously correspond Id three respects : — 

First, not only their enemies are the same^ a synagogue of Satan, 
but both remain unseduced by them : Ephesus and Pergamos had 
the same enemies, the Nicolaitans ; but the one hated, the other 
held, their doctrines. Not so here — not a syllable of blame. 

Secondly, that they should be tried, the hour of trial, is expressed 
in both these epistles ; not that this trial should be peculiar to these 
two^Churches — the contrary is asserted ; the peculiarity is that these 
two only are warned of it and yet comforted. The same term is 
used in both epistles — it is the same used to express how our Lord 
was tried by the devil in the wilderness — the same by which, in 
the Lord's prayer, we are taught daily to deprecate temptation. It 
is something distinct from tribulation. 

Lastly, the crown, the crown of life and victory, is promised 
even in the argument (a promise even for this world) in these two 
epistles only. Nothing can be more obvious than the correspon- 
dence between these two epistles, in these three respects. 

8. The Condtmon, 

(1). Smyrna, — " He that overcometh shall in nowise be hurt of 
the second death" (ii. 11). 

(2). Philadelphia. — " He that overcometh, I will make him a 
pillar in the temple of my God, and he shall no more be cast out : 
and I will write upon him the name of my God, and the name of 
the city of my God, the new Jerusalem, which cometh down out 
of heaven from my God ; and my name, my new one" (iii. 12). 

These words sound differently but signify the same. As in the 
address, so in the conclusion of these two epistles, the resemblance 
is less obvious as being less needed, since the resemblance in the 
argument was so very obvious. The promise to Smyrna refers us 
to the subsequent passage (xx. 6) — « Blessed and holy is he that 
hath part in the first resurrection : over them the second death hath 
no right ; but they shall be priests of God and of Christ, and shall 
reign with Him a thousand years/' He shall be both priest and 
king: that also is the promise to the victor of Philadelphia; in the 
temple of God he shall be a pillar — i, e,, a priest, and in the city of 
God a king — he shall reign with Christ; for His "new name" is 
"King of kings and Lord of lords " (xix. 16). 
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For the second time, therefore, two more epistles are found to 
correspond, like two branches west and east of the stem in the 
lamp of the tabernacle ; next, then, for their connexion and chro- 
nology. 

II. THE CONNEXION. 

1. Smyrna. 

Take the particulars as they follow in their own order :— 

(1). Thy poverty ; the very character of those times when " no 
man should buy or selly except he that hath the mark — the name of 
the wild beast, or the number of his name " (xiii. 17). 

(2). " And I know the blasphemy of some who say they are 
Jews and are not, but a synagogue of Satan.'* Our Lord re- 
taliates on the blasphemers of His Church by denominating them 
after Saian^ 'Uhat accuser of our brethren, who accuseth them 
before our God day and night " (xii. 10). This blasphemy also 
is the character of those times — " And he (the wild beast) opened 
his mouth in blasphemies against God to blaspheme His name, and 
His tabernacle, even those who sojourn in heaven " (xiii. 6). I am 
content to adopt Mr. Elliott's exposition of this passage — namely, 
that << the parties here described as those who sojourn in heaven are 
those who were, even during their earthly sojourning, temples of 
God (1 Cor. iii. 16); but in heart and spirit dwelling above, as 
having there their home and citizenship*' (Phil. iii. 20; Hor. 
Apoc, iii. 156). I have, indeed, a particular reason from other 
passages in the Apocalypse for thinking that a more specific sense 
ought to be assigned to this peculiar expression, for it is very 
peculiar — "those who sojourn in heaven." Meanwhile, Mr. 
Elliott's exposition suffices for my present purpose, which is 
merely to connect the epistle to Smyrna with the times of the wild 
beast, whatever those times may be. Neither do 1 deny that the 
blasphemy of the Papacy was similar to that described in the pas- 
sage before us (xiii. 6) (all blasphemers blaspheme alike) : what I 
think was here intended to be foretold is the blasphemy of another 
blasphemer who is yet to come. 

(3). " Behold the devil is about to cast some of you into prison 
that ye may be tried" Here are three particulars. 
. That the devil is the origin of all the persecution in the times of 
the wild beast nobody can dispute. It is because of the devil's pa- 
tronage that the wild beast is said to << ascend out of the abyss " 
(xi« 7 ; xvii. 8). It is the devil who goes off to make war against 
c 
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the woman's seed that shall be left (xii. 9, 17) — nam^, beeanse he 
gives the wild beast his power, and his throne> and great authority; 
<< whereupon it wm given him (the wild beast) to make war with 
the saints and to overcome them " (xiii. 2, 7). Out of the mouth 
of the devil, for one, issue those filthy spirits like frogs; for they 
are the spirts of demons (xvi. 14). 

As to the jt?n>o» : — " He that is for captivity, into captivity shall 
he go " (xiii. 10). This is a threat of retaliation upon the wild 
beast. Whether captivity involve also a prison let others judge-— 
I do not press the point. 

As to the trialy << that hour of trial which b about to come upon 
the whole earth, to try them that dweU on the earth ** (iii. 10). See 
whether that trial do not connect with the times of the fake pro^ 
phetj the precursor of the wild beast ; *< who deoeiveth those who 
dwell on the earth through those signs which were given him to 
make (which he was permitted to manufacture) b^ore the wild 
beast; saying to those toho dwell on the earth^^Make an image for 
the wild beast" (xiii. 14). 

(4). *' And ye shall have a tribulation of ten days " — a tribula- 
tion or persecution, on account of a particular trials which things 
are not to be confounded together. The tribulation shall be ehort^ 
<<of ten days" (as that phrase frequently signifies, Oen. xxiv. 55; 
Dan. i. 12), but it shall he^reat; for it is '< that great tribuhtion*' 
spoken of in the vision ( vii. 14) — a vision which has had, I concede 
and maintain it, an inchoate fulfilment long ago, but a very vah- 
perfect one ; the final and complete fulfilment belongs to the times 
of the wild beast, the last times (Dan. xii. 1 ; Matt. xxiv. 21). 

Thus the connexion between the epistle to Smyrna and tiie times 
of the wild beast is plain enough : what those times may be admits 
of controversy, but the connexion itself appears to admit of none 
whatever. 

2. Philadelphia. 

Two points of great interest occur in thb epistle — Firstly, the 
open door ; and, secondly, the homage promised to this Church, 
and by implication to the sister Church of Sn^ma also. 

(I). The Open Door,-^^^ Behold I have set before thee an open 
door, and none is able to shut that." Here the question is not— 
what this expression may signify elsewhere in the literal language 
of Scripture but what in the symbolic language of the Apoca- 
lypse? To enquire into this :««The next time when this expression 
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occurs is in the beginning of the next vkion. « After these things 
I saw, and behold, a door opened in heaven! And the first 
voice (which I heard as of a trumpet speaking aloud to me) said — 
Come up hither, and I will shew thee things which must come to 
pass hereafter. Immediately I was in the Spirit; and behold a 
throne was set in heaven " (iv. 1, 2)'-that is, he was, io vision, 
immediately rapt up into heaven, entering therein by the open 
door (alluding oilty to the great door of the temple at Jerusalem-— 
this is the Jerusalem Uteralfy above), and there he beheld that tem- 
ple in heaven which he forthwith describes. It is plain that he 
conceived himself to have entered into heavoi above ; for he hears 
a command to come forward and see the opened seals of that book 
which was in the right hand of Him who sat enthroned in heaven. 
Besides, it b undeniaUe, for he conceived that one of the twenty- 
four elders, stationed in heaven, conversed with him there (vi. 1 ; 
vii. Id). It is plain, also, that he conceived himself still as remain- 
ing in heaven, until he had seen the beginning of the second woe 
or the woe of the sixth trumpet ; for he gives us no notice of the 
contrary. But after that he does give us such notice. For after 
that — first, he saw ^< another mighty angel deBcending from heaven, 
arrayed in a cloud ** (x. I) : that alone, however, is not conclusive. 
But, secondly, he " Jieard a voice from keaveny saying — ^ Seal up 
those things which the seven thunders spake aloud, and write them 
not' " (x. 4). Now this expression^ ** / heard a voice from heaven^' 
implies that he conceived himself to be again on earth (Comp. 
xiv. 13; xviii. 4). Besides, this also is undeniable; for, thirdly, 
the voice which St John heard from heaven, he heard again speak- 
ing aloud to him, and saying — *^ Go take the book which is open in 
the hand of the angd who etandeth upon the eea and upon the earth. 
And he went up to him /' which necessarily implies that he con- 
ceived himself to be now again on earth. But when he conceived 
himself to have thus again descended to the earth, he must also 
have conceived that the door in heaven had closed again at some 
period after his descent; because afterwards, at the blast of 
the seventh trumpet, he saw in vision, and (again J " the sanctuary 
of God was opened in heaven, and there was seen the ark of His 
covenant " (the rainbow-throne). This is said last, but it is pre- 
sumed before, at the instant of the trumpet's sounding, when he 
saw, immediately, the worship of the twenty-four elders— namely, 
at a distance, in heaven above (xi. 15-19). When I say he must 
have conceived dtatihe door in heaven bad dosed again, at iome 
c2 
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period after his descent, I mean, however, to enquire at what perkd^ 
which will conduct us back again to the open door set before the 
angel of Philadelphia. 

The two witnesses " have authority to shut heaven^ that no rain 
(no copious dew of God's blessing) fall in the days of their pro- 
phect/*' (xi. 6). The beginning of their prophecy : was not thai the 
period at which the door of heaven was shut ? It follows imme* 
diately — " And they have authority over the waters to turn them to 
blood, and to smite the earth with every plague, as often as ever 
they wish '* (xi. 6). Was not that the period at which the door of 
heaven was opened again ? Yes : for " the sanctuary of the taber- 
nacle of the testimony in heaven was opened (when) those seven 
angels who held the seven plagues came forth out of the sanctuary " 
(xvi. 5, 6). Everybody recognizes that this last passage is one of 
those links of reference which in the progress of the prophecy con- 
nect certain parts of it which belong to the same period of time ; 
and this passage connects with xi. 19, which, as we have just seen, 
shewed the door of heaven opened again^ at the blast of the seventh 
trumpet. Now, observe, that the very first of those angels who 
held the seven plagues poured out his cup (of indignation) upon 
the earth ; and it became a noisome and grievous boil upon the men 
who had the mark of the wild beast (xvi. 2). At length the seventh 
angel poured out his cup upon the air ; and " there was a great 
earthquake, such as was not since there was a man upon the earth, 
such an earthquake, so great" (xvi. 17, 18). I am prepared to 
prove, however some for the present may gainsay (for there is a 
second sense of the sixth seal, and indeed of all the seals), that this is 
the self-same earthquake which elsewhere also is called the great 
earthquake (vi. 12; xi. 13). Now, in that same hour the two wit- 
nesses '* ascended up into heaven in the cloud (the cloud in which the 
mighty angel was arrayed) (x. 1 ; xi. 12), entering also into 
heaven (xii. 6) by that door which they had authority both to shut, 
throughout the\r pi'ophecy from beginning to end of it — namely, for 
one thousand two hundred and sixty days (xi. 8), and also to open, 
for the effusion of the seven last plagues, at the first blast of the 
seventh trumpet ; which blast coincides with the beginning of the 
forty-two months of the Gentiles (xi. 2) ; and also with the begin- 
ning of that war which the wild beast shall ascend out of the abyss 
to wage with them : he shall overcome them, and shall slay them 
even ; but they shall rise and ascend and enter heaven by the same 
open door maugre the wild beast. I am aware of the objections 
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which may be made to this exposition of the two witnesseOi arising 
out of the circamstance that their whole history seems to fall under • 
the sixth trumpet ; but that is a difHculty which, if this were the 
place for it, might with ease l^e solved. 

But who are these two witnesses ? — " These are the two olive 
trees and the two lamp branches that stand before the Lord of the 
earth." This refers us to the vision in Zech. iv. ; in which, as Dr. 
Stonard has shown, the lampsconce of Zechariah was unlike that of 
the tabernacle ; for it was, as it were, two lampsconces combined into 
one; " and its seven lamps upon it, seven and seven.'* Our two lamp 
branches are two Churches (i. 20). But what two ? Two of the 
seven ; and which of all the seven, if not the two blameless 
Churches of Smyrna and Philadelphia? These are they who 
*^ ascended up into heaven in the cloud," and who entered it, as it is 
implied, by that open door which was set before the Church of Phila- 
delphia. To that Church he wrote also, " I will come suddenly :" 
words repeatedly restricted to the personal coming of our Lord 
(xxii. 7, 12, 20). That coming, it is acknowledged puts an end to 
the career of the wild beast. 

(2). The Homage, — The two olive trees in the vision of Zecha- 
riah were symbols, though the single eye of the prophet himself 
discerned it not, of himself and of his fellow-prophet Haggai. 
But in the vision of the two witnesses they are symbols of the two 
angels of Smyrna and Philadelphia, under the character of those 
two prophets who appeared with our Lord on the holy mount, 
Moses and Elias. These two witnesses " have authority to shut, 
heaven, that no rain fall in the days of their prophecy, to call down 
fire also at the last : in this, one of them is like Elijah: they have 
also " authority to smite the earth with every plague : in this, the 
other is like Moses, whose rod inflicted the plagues on Egypt. 
Great homage was paid both to Moses and Elijah: — " All these thy 
servants, said Moses to Pharaoh, shall come unto me, and boto down 
themselves unto me, saying. Get thee out." And so they did 
(Exod. xi. 8 ; xii. 31, 33). Again : <' the third captain of fifty 
went up, and came and bowed on his knees before Elijah, and be- 
sought him" (2 Kings i. 13). The two witnesses also shall receive 
similar homage from their adversaries. But first, << some of the 
people, and tribes, and tongues, and nations shall look, on their dead 
bodies " (^pkiwBffiv), But << after the three days and a half, a spirit 
of life from their God entered into them, and they stood upon their 
fp^t f ^d ^notfrnrfell of^ ^m wh0ffajie4 ff} fham {^etvf>syrf^9) } pp^ 
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they ascended up into heaven in a cloud, and tkeir enemies fOMid 
on them (eOcwpriaav)^ and the remnant were affrighted and gave 
glory to the God of heaven *' (xi. 9, 13) — ^not now called as before 
*Uhe Lord of the earthy** before whom the two witnesses stood 
while themsdves were on earth; but uovr^^the God of heaven** 
before whom they now stand in heaven. This homage is promised 
to Philadelphia : — << Behold I will make them come and worship 
before thy feet, and they shall know that I have loved thee.*' The 
same promise, by implication, is given to Smyrna ; because the crown 
of life and victory is promised in the argument of her epistle— that is, 
life and victory even on earth. So far as concerns the Udo lamp 
branches^ the two Churches of Smyrna and Philadelphia are the 
two witnesses. The connexion between these two epistles and the 
prophecy of the two witnesses is plain, I trust ; and the time of the 
two witnesses synchronizes, in part, with the times of the wild 
beast — that is, that part of their time which follows their prepkeey^ 
and is their time of trial and of triumph both at once. 

III. THE COUNSEL OY THE LORD. 

Where no blame is, little counsel is required ; neverthelgss, a few 
remarks on either of these epistles. 

1. Smyrna. 

Every word in this epistle tends to consolation. He Himself who 
dictates it << was dead, but He lived again ;" He can, therefore, 
sympathize. He is ^ the first and the last ; " He is able, therefore, 
to revivify them. However great the tribulation, it shidl be short : 
only for <* ten days.*' Death is not mentioned until it is coupled 
with a promise of <^ the crown of life.** 

When it is said, " I know thy poverty," with reference^ as I un- 
derstand it, to the tribulation and literal destitution of the Church 
in her last great trial, may it not be thought that our Lord's own 
parable of the sheep and the goats, the great lesson of alms deeds, 
was intended to have a special application to that same trial ? The 
parable was spoken in connection with His second advent, and refers, 
surely, to the judgment of that advent, without excluding, however, 
the judgment before the great white throne. 

When it is promised that the individual victor ^' shall in no wise 
be hurt of the second death," with what tenderness does he intimate 
the appropriate motive to faithfulness in times of fear and violence I 
As a contrast, with what terror does the voice of the third angel de- 
nounce the judgment of the second death to the adherents of the 
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wiW beast (xiv. 9-11). There is a middle «tyle : « Fear not them 
which kill the body, and are not able to kill the soul ; but rather 
fear Him who is able to destroy both soul and body in hell" (Matt. 
X. 2d). << And some (shall awake) to shame and everlasting con« 
tempt" (Dan. xii. 1-2). 

2. Philadelphia. 

'< An open door," and Philadelphia is not one of those foolish 
virgins who come too late, " and the door was shut " (Matt. xxir. 
10). But when it is promised, << 1 also will keep thee from that 
hour of trial" let not Philadelphia mistake this for a promise that 
she shall be kept altogether scathless from '^ the great tribulcUion* 
(the whole epistle implies the contrary). These, though contempo- 
rary, yet are distinct things. The trial signifies the temptation to 
worship the wild beast's image in order to escape the tribulation of 
his persecution. By our Lord's divine grace He will keep her from 
yielding to that trial; not from partaking of the tribulation. Does 
our Lord Himself seem for a moment to yield ? '< Father, save me 
from this hour." But He yields not : *< Father, glorify thy name." 
And He endured the cross (John xii. 27). The disciple shall be 
as his Master. 

The adversaries of Philadelphia are << a synagogue of Satan ; *' 
her victor shall be << a pillar in the temple of God." The two pil- 
lars in the temple of Solomon (foundation and strength) were 
broken in pieces, and the brass of them was transported to Babylon, 
but they were to be restored (Jer. xxvii. 22). Perhaps, however 
(for the question is rather intricate), the vessels only of the temple 
were to be restored : but the two witnesses cast out a corpse from 
the altar-court, into 'Hhe broad place of that great city which spi- 
ritually is called Sodom and Egypt " (xi. 1, 8) — these two pillars 
shall certainly be restored and covered with honours. They are 
eminently members of Christ, children of God, and inheritors of 
the kingdom of heaven. 

In concluuon I must, for the second time, draw the reader's at- 
tention, by a gentle compubion, to the possible interest which the 
natural but spiritual Israel of God may have in these two epistles 
also* 

And, first, the whole epistle to Philadelphia is coloured with the 
style of those passages of Isaiah which foretell the future homage 
which shall be paid to the new Jerusalem (Isai» xlv. 14, 23 ; xlix. 23^ 
^x. 14), JudaU shuU be ber head; <^ Judah, thou art he whom thy 
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brethren shall praise : thy father's children shall how down before thee*' 
(Gen. xlix. 8). On the other hand, when we read of " a synagogue 
of Satan, who call themselves Jews and are not, but do lie," let it 
not be too hastily concluded that literal Jews are not at all contem- 
plated there ; for, first, with regard to the historic senscy some I know 
think it clear that there could have been but little trial to Christians 
at the date of the Apocalypse from literal Jews, fallen as Jerusalem 
then was and the nation dispersed ; but we know that at that very 
date, and even because of that very dispersion, those literal Jews 
were numerous in all the cities of proconsular Asia, and especially 
in the port of Smyrna ; where, at least as we are certified by the 
ancient epistle of the Church there, narrating the martyrdom of 
Polycarp, their bishop^ and perpetrated there, the rage and activity 
of the literal Jews were very conspicuous (see Witsius de Sens, 
Epist. Apoc. § 75). And, for the prophetic sense, one thing is plain 
that if the typical prophecy to which we are referred by the epistle 
to Philadelphia holds and shall run, as they say, on all fours, then 
there must arise some antitypical Shebna, some false governor of 
the house of David, some Hebrew who, like Shebna, shall not come 
to his sepulchre, but shall be " cast out of his grave like an abomi- 
nable branch" (Compare Isai. xiv. 19 ; xxii. 15-19). And the anti- 
typical, the true Eliakim, shall succeed : " Behold, I am about to 
bring in mt/ servant the Branch** ("my servant Eliakim"). " Behold, 
the man, the Branch is His name, and from His own root shall He 
branch forth ; and He shall build the temple of Jehovah, even He 
shall build the temple of Jehovah " (Zech. iii 9 ; vi. 12). 
• Next, with regard to the city of Jerusalem. Above I have given 
a version of chap. xi. 8, in substance the same as that of our English 
version, which is — " and their bodies shall be in the street of the 
great city." But the vulgar text adopted also in the editions of 
Griesbach and Scholz — ^viz. : eV* irij^ irXaiela^ ttoXcws ttjh /le^aXi;?. 
This should rather be translated, « Upon that broad city, that great 
one ; " like a similar construction in John vii. 37—^" In that last, 
that great day of the feast." It would then correspond, not exactly 
ihdeed but nearly, with that description of Jerusalem in Neh. vii. 4, 
of which the Septuagint version is— -ico* rj ttoXis wXareia koi fie<ya\ff. 
1 have chosen, however, to adopt the English version, especially 
because the last critical edition of the Apocalypse which I haiv^ 
seen (Mr. Tregelle's) has inserted another article before TroXem. 
There are two of the three mo3t ancient manuscripts of tl^e Apoci",. 
Ijf^e fov t}i»t inserttop, an4 tfeev 4ecWed Jiim ftPOprdlp)j \q \]ip 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



THE EPISTLES TO SMYRITA AND PHILADELPHIA. 41 

principle upon which his text was formed : but his principle is a 
questionable one. The principle of Bentley, adopted wiffi caution*^ 
namely, with a cautious examination of the context, seems to be the 
true one. Bentley, after having remarked that the oldest and best 
manuscript copy of Terence, then in the Vatican, had hundreds of 
errors, most of which might be mended out of other exemplars that 
are otherwise more recent and of inferior value ; he adds, ^Hke reed text 
of the sacred writers does not now lie in any single manuscript or 
edition, but is dispersed in them dU^ And again, « the foery words 
of the writers must not be risked upon the credit of any particular 
manuscripts or edition, but be sought, acknowledged, and challenged 
wherever they are met with" (Phil. Lip. 66-69, Orig. ed.) But 
admit the article, and let the version be, <' in the broad place of that 
great city," and let the exposition be that great city — namely, which 
" hath a kingdom over the kings of the earth" (xvii. 18). And 
farther, let that city be the same <* which is spiritually called Sodom 
and Egypt " (xi. 8). And after all Jerusalem and her territory 
may well be called the broad place or forum of that city, considering 
that city as the metropolitan see to which " the kings of the earth,'* 
at the time referred to by the vision, still acknowledge allegiance 
(which is plain from xviii. 9), and considering also that Jerusalem 
and her territory shall (I speak my own mind) at the same time 
be the gommon rendezvous of the nations openly^ and, as I suspect, 
of the harlot herself secretly. In short, take the reading any way, 
either with or without the article, and still the next clause may be 
explanatory: "where also their Lord was crucified." So that 
after all Jerusalem may be intended there : and if in the prophecy 
of the two witnesses, then Ihe two lamp branches of Smyrna and 
Philadelphia have something to do with Jerusalem — the literal city 
of Jerusalem. 

Lastly, as a subject connected with this and brought to my recol- 
lection by the contrast between the synagogue and the temple «in 
this epistle, there are those who think that 2 Thess. ii. 1-9 is com- 
monly misunderstood, and I confess myself obliged to add my suf- 
frage to theirs. In that passage Christ and the man of sin are 
directly and throughout contrasted. Each has his wapovata (v. I 
and 9) ; each has his aw-oicoXv^w (v. 3 and 6). " And now ye 
know the hindrance, so that He (Christ) might be revealed in His 
own (proper) time." That hindrance is the non-appearance as yet 
qf the man of sjn, whose presence must precede the revelation of 
pi)r|st, t^e prigiijtrf aubjept of \k^ iipQst;}e> coww^el (y, I), TbeJ} 
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(v. 7, 8)—" For the mystery of iniquity already works, only (ihe 
present hindererj till he be taken out of the way." And then 
(aflerwards tot6), that iniquitous one himself shall be revealed, 
whom the Lord shall consume, &c. But now, to apply thb to 
Jerusalem, I must add the description of this son of perdition (v. 4) 
— " who op'poseth and exalteth himself above all that is called 
God or that is worshipped.*' This it is acknowledged refers us to 
Pan. xi. 36. But it follows — << So that he, as God, sitteth down 
against the ieniple of God, shewing himself that he is God." Should 
it not be acknowledged that this equally refers us to Isai. xiv. 
13, 14? The mystical King of Babylon boasts — ^' I will ascend the 
heavens ; above the stars of God I will exalt my throne : and / will 
sit upon the mount of the Divine Presence, on the sides of the north ; I 
will ascend above the heights of the clouds ; / wiU be like the Most 
High ** (Comp. Dan. xi. 45). The sides of the north in any siege 
of Jerusalem is the vulnerable point; but there is no mention in, 
the prophet of any material temple at Jerusalem ; which temple 
indeed was anciently situated on the east side of the city. Neither 
does the temple in 2 Thess. ii. signify a material temple ; for, as 
Bochart accurately remarked, with the apostles, after the death of 
Christ, the material temple was to Up6v ; and to vaov was always 
used by them figuratively for the Church of Christ (1 Cor. vi. 19 ; 
2 Cor. vi. 16 ; £ph. ii. 21 ; 2 Thess. ii. 4). The meaning of 
2 Thess. ii. 4 seems to be this — that the man of sin, usurping the 
authority of Deity, will besiege that spiritual temple of God; which 
may more emphatically then be called the temple of God, because 
it shall at that time have a conspicuous « station on the mount of 
the Divine Presence" (Comp. iii. 12 ; xi. 1 ; xiv. 1). Sed quisque 
suo sensu abundat. 



SECTION Y. 



THE EPISTLES TO PERGAMOS AND LAODICEA. 

Ephesus had lost her first love, but Sardis had only a name to 
live ; this was our first pair. Smgma and Philadelphia are both 
blameless; yet the latter had only <<a small force" or Church. 
Pergomoe for tl|e greater part are soind in the faith,' but itk 
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Laodieea such are much the smaller number. Thus the advantage 
in point of character is on the side of these three, EphesuM^ 
Smyrna^ and Pergamoi ; which three are to the vseat of the longi' 
tude of Thyaiira. Let us proceed as before. 

I. THE COMPARISON. 

Four epistles having been paired off, slighter marks of simili- 
tude may suffice to establish the correspondence between the 
only two which remain to be compared, and such marks are not 
wanting. 

1. The Address. 

(1). Peryamos<^*^ Theae things saith He that hath the sharp 
two-edged brand " (ii. 12). 

(2). Laodieea.^*' These things saith the Amen (thi^ faithful 
and true witness), the Prince of the creation of God"(iii. 14). 

Compare both these passages 4rith IsaL Iv. 4 :— -<< Behold I have 
given Him for a witness to the peoples ; a Leader and a Lawgiver 
to the nations." Hitherto the several addresses in those epistles 
we have examined spoke only of favour to His people;, these 
agree in boding displeasure to His and thdr enemies ; but more 
partienlarly these two passages agree in their signification. 

To Pergamos He speaks of <'the sharp two-edged brand "-^ 
namely, which << proceeded out of His mouth ** (i. 16). As it 
follows in this same epistle — ^* And I will war against them with 
the brand of my mouth " (ii. 16). It symbolizes the truth of His 
threats against the enemies of His Church (Comp. Isal. xi. 4; 
zlix. 2, 26 : Uvi. 16 ; Hos. vi. 5 ; Heb. iv. 12). 

To Laodkea He speaks to the same ^ect — First, by saying He 
la the Amen^-^Si Hebrew term which is interpreted, *^ thai /aithfid 
and true witness :** and, secondly, by calling Himself ^^the Prince 
of the creation of GodJ* This is the correct version. *Apxq 
applied to a person in the Septttl^^nt mostly signifies a chief or 
prince. In the New Testament it frequently has the same signifi- 
cation in the plural, and, in addition to this place, once more in the 
singular (Col. i. 18). And hence the propriety of making the 
Prince promise to the victor in Laodieea that << he shall sit with 
Him in His throne." The two terms, Amen and Prince, are {bund 
united and interpreted in the introduction to the whole Apeealypae 
(i<6> << Jesus Christ, that /acei^tJ irt^iM^ and t^Prmof^ 
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kings of the earth :" He iirill prove Himself true to the threat of 
His mouth by executing it with His hand. Accordingly we find 
hoik these addreasea united in the great vision of the white horse 
(xix. 11-17). "He is called ^aeV^M/ and true; and oitt of HU 
mouii toent forth a sharp brand/' and His name, " Kin^ of kincfs, 
and Lord of lords** The correspondence therefore is real. 

2. TJie Argument, 

(1). Pergamos. — " I will wage war against them with the brand 
of my mouth" (ii. 16). 

(2). Laodicea, — "I am about to spue thee out of my mouth" 
(ill. 16). 

The mouth mentioned in each is only a verbal correspondence ; 
but there is a real one in this ; that (what is common to these two, 
but a thing not to be found in any of the other epistles) here is in 
each of these a tremendous threat, without any exp-essed reserva- 
tion of pardon upon repentance : to the worse part in each of 
these Churches, and in Laodicea that part is the greater, the 
threat of destruction or rejection is absolute ; the event is simply 
predicted. The case of Thyatira, the only one which approaches, 
and only approaches to anything like this, is not an exception, 
because we shall find that, in fact, the two addresses of the epistles 
to Pergamos and Laodicea are suhstantiaUg combined in the address 
to Thyatira ; so that whatever may be the reason for that combi- 
nation may be a reason also for this degree of similarity : more of 
this hereafter. 

3. The Condurion, 

(1). Pergamos. — "To him that overcometh I will give him of 
the manna which is treasured up ; and 1 will give him a white 
pebble, and on the pebble a new name, which none knoweth save he 
that receiveth it " (ii. 17). 

(2). Laodicea.'^^^ He that overcometh I will give him to sit with 
me in ray throne, even as I also overcame, (and sat down with my 
Father on His throne " (iii. 11). 

To show the correspondence between these two passages ; Israel 
was fed in the wilderness forty years with manna which could not 
be stored up by them, for it quickly became corrupt : they de- 
pended on heaven for that daily bread. At last a portion of it 
was, by command, treasured up by Aaron in the ark, and it re- 
p^r^ed frjeoryujptibla (Exod^ j^yl, 3^ j IJeb, i^, 5). Pot^ thp m^m 
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and the ark vfere types of our Lord (Rom. iii. 25 ; John vi. 82)^ 
With that antitypical manna, as it is a dispensation of the Spirit^ 
the woman in the wilderness shall be daily fed ; but, the same con- 
sidered as it is treasured up, none can partake of until the Lord 
shall come forth to judgment from the ark or throne within the 
vail, "for your life is treasured up with Christ in God : when Christ 
your life shall be manifested then shall ye also be manifested with 
Him in glory" (Col. iii.) 

The white pebble, inscribed with the secret name, is an allusion 
to the symbols of the ancients, first in use among the heathen, and 
from them adopted by the early Christians. These symbols were 
either verbal or real, like this white pebble inscribed with secret 
characters : such a symbol was called a token or taUy o/ hospitality, 
because it entitled him who held it to the hospitality of the Church 
wherever he travelled. 

Combine this white pebble with the manna which is treasured 
up, and the signification is, that the victor should be entitled to 
partake of the marriage-supper of the Lamb (xix. 9). What is 
this but to " sit with Him on His throne ? "-—/or the feast and the 
throne go together. " And I appoint unto you a kingdom, as my 
Father hath appointed unto me, that ye may eat and drink at my 
table in my kingdom, and sit on thrones judging the twelve tribes 
of Israel " (Luke xxii. 29, 30). The correspondence is both exact 
and beautiful ; and thus we have six of these epistles pairing ofi" 
like so many branches, west and east, on the lamp of the taber- 
nacle. Let us connect these two epistles also with the subsequent 
visions which relate to the times of the wild beast. 

II. THE CONNEXION. 

1. Pergamos. 

(1). "I know where thou dwellest, where the throne of Satan 
(was)—vfhQve Satan dwelleth '* (v. 13). The throne is unconnected 
with any verb to mark the time ; and at the end of the verse it is 
. not said where Satan reigns, but where he dwells (xaToiKei). At 
Ephesus Satan has his false apostles — the Nicolaitans : at Smyrna 
and Philadelphia he has a synagogue, yet the two blameless Churches 
are but thereby tempted ; but, at Pergamos, he had, moreover, a 
throne, and still has his dwelling ; and thereby the Church itself is 
tainted. His t/irone he appears to have had at Pergamos, in the 
days of Antipas, the martyr ; smd after he had assigned over his 
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tliroaeto the wild beast, tkere he still has his ^tpeStn^i— oamdy, iil 
the times of the wild beast (xiti. 2, xvi. 10). 

(2.) ^ And I will wage war with them (the Nieolaitans) with 
the brand of my month/' This brand most be connected with the 
times of the wild beast ; for bj the stroke of it he Ms (xix. 21). 
The time shall then be arrived ^ to destroy them that destroy the 
earth " (xi. 18)— to destroy the destroyert of the peoph — namely^ 
the Nieolaitans of this epistle ; for that is the signification of that 
Greek compound term* The earliest fathers acquit >Heolas> the 
deacon (Acts vi. 5), of having been the antbor of the seet so called. 
The soundest opinion on that point seems to be that the sect (whose 
doctrine, according to IrensBUs, was that of the Judaixin^ Gnostics) 
derived their denomination from the term used in this epistle— a 
stigma fastened on them by our Lord Himself who hated both their 
deeds and their doctrine ; and that term signified as much as Balaam 
mites (whose doctrine they propagated) ; for Balaam also ngnified 
in Hebrew the destruetion of the people (xi. I89 xix. 21). 

(3.) ^* I wiU give him the manna which is treasured up " — that 
is, in the ark. The ark was the mercy seat of God ; and the rain- 
bow throne of the Apocalypse (clu iv.) answers to it : yet, as if on 
purpose to connect this passage with the times of the wild beast^ 
twice afterwards the throne in heaven is not mentioned, but tke ark 
is substituted for it. ^ And there was seen the ark oi His covenant 
in His sanctuary" (xi. 19), « And the sanctuary of thetabemade 
of ike testinwny in heaven was opened " (xv. 5). The testimon^^ 
that is, the ark again, so odled because the two tables of testimony 
were therein deposited (Exod. xvi. 34 ; xxv. 16 ; xxxviiu 21). Now, 
both these passages (xi. 19, xv. 5) refer to one and the same time-— 
the first blast of the seventh trumpet — the first efi'usion of the vials 
of wrath upon the adherents of the wild "beast. 

(4.) << A white pebble and a new name written which none 
knoweth save he who receiveth it." The white pebble contrast* 
with the mark of the wild beast on the right hand (xiii* 16). The 
new name written on the token 0/ hospitality is intended to talfy with 
that *^ name written which none know but he himself " (who sat on 
the white horse)— and when ? Immediately before " the great 
banquet of God" (vix. 12, 17). This whole epistle is certainly 
connected with the times of the wild beast 

2. Laodicea. 

(1.) "I will spue thee out of my mouth " — a threat conveyed in 
the strongest language of the^OId Testament, and signifying a dis- 
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likasure hot as the eruptions of a volcano, and an ejection Tiolent 
as when the inhabitants of a land are shaken from it by an earth- 
quake. To sudi convulsions of nature Laodioea was frequently 
exposed (Lev. xviii. 25-28). Considering the charaoter of thb 
Church, and the probable cause of its lukewarmness, I am not 
sure that this strong language was not intended to toiUroit with 
that filthy vomit of frogs (xvi. Id) : certainly that very chapter is 
referred to in what follows. 

(2.) <<And white garments^ that thou mayst be arrayed, and 
that the thame of thy nakednes9 may not appear." This connects 
with the very crisis of the sixth vial, when the frogs appear : ^ Behold 
I come as a thief : blessed is he that watcheth and keepe^ his gar* 
TnentSy lest he walk naked and they see his diegraee " (xvi. 15). Such 
are the hints of chronology which I find in these two epistles. 

III. THE COUNSEL OF THE LORD. 

1. Pergamoe. 

** Thou boldest fast my name (now), and didst not deny my fiiith 
(formerly), in those days in which Antipas was my witness, my 
faithful one, who was slain among you where Satan dwelleth." 
That some conspicuous martyr who suffered at Pergamos previous 
to the date of the Apocalypse might be referred to by this passage, 
taken in its historic sense, is highly probable ; but it is very ques- 
tionable whether his proper name was Antipas. The legend of the 
martyrdom which goes under the name of Antipas is scarcely by 
any one defended as genuine. We are enquiring after the prophetic 
sense ; and it has been questioned by many, and with great reason, 
whether in all the seven epistles there be one single literal proper 
name. Balaam and Jezebel are figurative; the Nicolaitans is 
probably fictitious and significative, like ApoUyon (ix. 11). The 
only exception appears to be the names of the seven cities in which 
the Churches were located ; and even those many learned men who 
embraced the prophetic sense have conceived were, by the marvel- 
lous providence of God over their foundations and denominations, 
rendered significative ; and not significative at random, but, by a 
fixed rule, each significative of the external condition of each 
Church resident in that city — a condition described, though not so 
prominently as its internal character, in each epistle. But, how* 
ever, is Antipas to be considered as a proper name, and so as an 
exception to the rule ? In De Dieu's edition of the Syriac version 
of the Apocalypse the name Antipas b not found, but instead of it 
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is substituted vfha.t was probably intended for an interpretation of 
it, as if it signified one who was made a spectacle before all (I Col. 
iv. 9). Should the prophetic sense which I argue for really be 
made out the question might here arise, whether, in the antitypical 
Pergamos of the Apocalyptic territory in the north-west, some 
faithful body of martyrs, About to fall in the half-week before the 
times of the wild beast, may not be signified by this Antipas. 

" But I have a few things against thee." The critical editions 
insert no such extenuation of their fault in the epistles to Ephesus 
and Thyatira (ii. 4, 20). The distinction must have its meaning. 
Was it admitted here, because of the vehemence of the temptation 
in so bad a neighbourhood 7 Is this another among so many in- 
stances of the tenderness of our most gracious Lord making all 
possible allowance for circumstances ? " There is forgiveness with 
thee that thou mayest be feared." 

"I will give him of the marina^ and a new name'' Is the 
struggle in this quarter vehement ? Proportionate shall be the re- 
ward. A great reward is promised to Ephesus, " to eat of the tree 
of life;" to taste immortal joys throughout the great day of the 
Millennium, and to all eternity : not excluding that an earljf reward 
is promised here to Pergamos ; for it refers to a period which must 
even precede " the great banquet of God " (xix. 11-21). 

2. Laodicea. 

None of all these epistles is so replete with pathos as that ad- 
dressed to this lukewarm Church — "I would thou wert cold or 
hot." The hyperbole of His wish is the example of His own zeal. 
" I am about to spue thee out of my mouth." How great His 
disgust, and what a threat I This angel exaggerates his prosperity ; 
the Lord abases him in proportion : — ** Thou knowest not that thou 
art most wretched and miserable." Two words in the original 
which occur each only once besides in the New Testament, and 
then used to describe respectively the utmost degree of temporal 
and spiritual wretchedness and misery, are here combined, and 
each with an emphatic article prefixed (Rom. vii. 24 ; 1 Cor. xv. 
19), To be wretched to that degree, and yet to be so blind as not 
to know it, but to presume the contrary, is a misery like lunacy. 
<<I counsel thee that the shame of thy nakedness may not appear ^ 
an implied threat, as we have seen, that He will come as a thief. 
Yet He relents ; He is no thief; He is the bridegroom. <* As many 
as / hve I rebuke and chasten : b^old I stand at the door and 
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knock." « Open to me my sister, my love, my dove, my undefiled ; 
for my head is filled with dew, and my locks with the drops of the 
night " (Cant. v. 2). But as He is the « Prince of the Creation of 
God," He promises she shall share His throne (xx. 4-6 ; xxii. 5 ; 
John xvii. 22-24). 

As to the concern which the natural but spiritual Israel of God 
may have in these two epistles — first with regard to Pergamos, not 
to mention that the Nicolaitans there were Judaizing Gnostics — the 
prominent mention of Balaam in that epistle is to be observed : for 
consider, how repeatedly, and at what distant intervals, that pro- 
phet, his wicked counsel, and his discomfiture, are appealed to for 
the edification of Israel. Moses reminded them of it (Deut. xxiii. 
3-6) : Joshua, also, before his death, and in the name of the Lord 
(Josh. xxiv. 9, 10) : long after, the Lord again by the mouth of 
Micah (vi. 3-5) : the apostle of the circumcision, and in his pro- 
phecy, too, of the last times (2 Peter ii. 15, 16) : and, query, 
whether not the Lord Himself, lastly, by this epistle. Balaam fell 
with the Midianites heaped upon him ; and when ? What time 
the one ihousandy select from every trihe^ slew the enemy, divided 
the spoil, and not one of themselves was found lacking. There is 
in the Apocalypse a false prophet who falls under similar circum- 
stances (Num. xxxi. 4, 8, 16, 49 ; Rev. vii. 4-8 ; xiv. 1 ; xix. 20). 

And with regard to Laodicea — wherever in this prophecy a 
Hebrew term is used (as in this epistle. Amen), it seems to be a 
rule generally received that the natural Israel of God are probably 
there concerned. But leaving that — yet this very Amen is a refer- 
ence to " the God of truth, who creates new heavens and a new 
earth: for lo! he creates Jerusalem a subject of joy, and her 
people of gladness" (Isai. Ixv. 16-18). That Jerusalem is the 
creation of God j and here is " the Prince of the creation of God." 



SECTION VI. 



THE EPISTLE TO THYATIRA. 

It is time to recapitulate. Our main question is, whether the seven 
Churches in Asia be typical of the holy Catholic Church, and espe- 
cially during the last times of the wild beast? This is answered in 
the affiraKAtive; for they are symbolized by seven lamp branches 
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substituted for the seven branched lamp of the tabernacle whith^ it 
must be acknowledged, symbolized a Church one and complete. 
To prove this substitution it has been seen — First, that just as the 
row of lamps in the tabemade ranged to the west and east, so also 
the sites of the seven Churches bore west and east of the long^ude 
of Thyatira ; and secondly, that the seven epistles arranged^ in suC" 
cession^ according to itte sites of those Churches (beginning with 
Ephesus, Smyraa, and Pergamos, a class of three to the west ; pro- 
ceeding with Thyatira, Sardis, Philadelphia, and Laodicea, a doss 
of /our to the east), are coupled in pairs, like the corresponding 
branches, west and east of the tabernacle lamps. Thus ^r 1^6 
substitzttion seems to have been made out ; and, consequently^ that 
the seven Churches in Asia were typical of the holy Catholic 
Church. At the same time I have endeavoured to trace the con- 
nexion between every epistle and the subsequent visions of the 
Apocalypse, and to show, as to their chronology, that in each case 
that connexion conducts us to the times of the wild beast, and in 
many instances to what in every exposition of the wild beast must 
be acknowledged to be his last times. Arrived thus far, it is im- 
possible not to entertain a conjecture that such a type as these 
seven Churches may, by their sites, indicate something concerning 
the geography of the Apocalypse, both with respect to the holy Ca- 
tholic Church, the subject of the seven epistles, and also to the 
several subjects of the subsequent visions with which this, the first 
vision in the first three chapters, is so intimately connected. The 
suhstitutiouy however, itself is not yet completely made out, and all 
depends still upon this epislie to Thyatira. Does the lamp br»ich of 
Thyatira correspond with the stem of the tabernale lamp ? Is there 
anything in the epistle to indicate the antitypical Thyatira, that we 
may know from what longitude to calculate oar west and oast ? 
It will suffice to examine it in the same order as before. 

I. THE COMPARISON. 

Thyatira was a city of Lydia, which constituted of itself a sepa- 
rate province (Strab. xiii.; Ptol. v. 5). A sect which rose about 
the end of the second century, the Alogi, denied the genuineness of 
the Apocalypse, as it is said, because there was no Church in that 
city. Granting there might be none at that time, we need not sup- 
pose, with Epiphanius and Gibbon, that St. John, writing in the 
spirit of prophecy, foretold its future existence ; since surely such 
a Church might have been in existence at the end of the first cm- 
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iury, the date of the Apocalypse. The argument of the Alogi ivas 
even flelf-contradietoiy, for they attributed the Apocalypse to 
Cerinthus, who lived himseif in the same age and in the same 
neighbourhood as St. John ; and he could hare oonciHated no favour 
to his forgery by addressing an epistle to a Church not even in 
existence, had that been the feet We may safely rely that there 
was a Church at Thyatira before as well as after these Alogians 
were in existence. The modem name for the ^te of ancient Thya- 
tira is Akhissar, and the almond tree, which flourishes everywhere 
' in Asia Minor, flourishes especially in the plain of Akhissar. 
With the nuts and flowers of the almond tree all parts of the taber- 
nacle lamp were ornamented ; with this distinction however, that 
each branch had only ^eSy but the middle stem had /our such 
ornaments ^Exod. xxv. Bl-40). The epistle to ThyaU;ira, the head 
of a class of ^/^r, ought therefore, in order to complete its corres- 
poRdence with that lamp, in some rei^cts to be similar, and 
in others dissimilar, to those epistles which have been already 
paired off. 

1. The Address. 

Thya/Hm. — ^ These things aaith the Son of God, who hath His 
eyes as a flame of Are, and His feet are like smelting brass (U. 16)« 

These words, " the Son of God,'* are not only not found in any 
one of the six epistles, but not even in the preceding vision from 
which the second clause above is quoted (i. iS-16) ; nor yet in that 
subsequent vision to which it refers us (xix. 11-16) ; nor so much 
as once besides in the whole Apocalype. So fsw this epistle is per- 
fectly unique. 

And as to the latter dlause — the eyes of flame and feet of brass — 
in the two pairs of Ephesus and Sardis, and of Smyrna and Philadel- 
phia, there is nothing of this kind in any one address of those /mr 
epkUee : quHe the contrary — there we tod the high priest trimming 
his lamps, or risen up from his sacrifice, the pledge of a resurrec- 
tion and ascension to his Churches. Yet as to the remaining pair of 
Bergamos and LaocRcea, the two addresses to those ^istles zxe^ub- 
sttmtioMtf combined in this to Tliyatira. For, firsUy, to Fergamo% he 
mentions " the sharp two-edged brand." Now that brand, and these 
feet and eyes, are twice, elsewhere found in combination (i. 13-16 ; 
xix. 11-16). Both threaten perdition to the foes of His Churches. 
And, secondly, io Laodicea, He styles Himself ^ the Prince of the 
creation of God ;" which corresponds, as we have seen, even with 
d2 
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the two-edged brand, but more obviously with <<the Son of God," 
in this address. Thus are the two addresses to Pergamos and 
Laodioea sifbstantially and curiously combined in this to Thyatira : 
as if you should conceive the upper ornaments of the extreme pair 
of branches in the tabernacle lamp to have some little variety 
different from those of the other branches and yet that variety to 
be imitated in the upper ornament of the middle shaft. In some 
respects^ therefore, this address is similar, and in others dissimilar^ 
to those of the other epistles which have been paired off. 
2. The Argument, 

<' And thy last works to be more than the first." 

Notwithstanding the rebuke which follows on account of Jezebel, 
this praise is without example elsewhere. The first love of Ephesus 
had cooled, and Sardis had but a name to live. Pergamos had held 
out through the disastrous days of Antipas, and since those days, 
though but few things are objected to him, yet he is warned even 
with a threat to repent ; and Laodicea is about to be rejected. 
Smyrna and Philadelphia are blameless both ; yet even to them is 
no such praise as this awarded ; they are only exhorted to deserve 
it, that none may take their crown. This also is unique. 

" And all the Churches (all the seven) shall know that I am He 
-who searcheth the reins and hearts ; and I will give unto every one 
of you according to your works " (ii. 23 ; xxii. 12). 

These terms, " to search the reins and hearts," are borrowed, as 
Dr. Smith has well remarked, from one of the most express asser- 
tions of the exclusive attribute of Divine Omniscience in the whole 
volume of inspiration ( Jer. xvii. 10). And something like it may 
be said of the latter clause (Psalm Ixii. 12 ; Matt. xvi. 27). All 
this is perfectly consistent with His title of " the Son of God " here. 
But compare the arguments of all the other epistles (for that is the 
part under examination), and you will find that such an assumption 
of the exclusive attribute of Divine Omniscience, and such an 
assertion of the exclusive prerogative of Divine judgment, are 
absolutely peculiar to the argument of this epistle: both with regard, 
therefore, to this solitary display of the majesty of our Lord, as well 
as to the singular praise awarded to the Church of Thyatira, the 
argument of this epistle stands alone. 

3. The Conclusion. 

^And he that overcometh and that keepeth my works unto 
the end." 
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I have b^re remarked bow the seven epistles are thrown into 
two classes, of three and of four each : the latter class of four is 
distinguished by the conclusion of each epistle beginning with the 
words ^< He that overcometh," immediately after which follows the 
promise, but not immediatelg in the conclusion to this epistle ; for 
here, for the first and only time, after those words, is added the 
above clause— << And that keepeth my works unto the end ;" as if it 
were purposely intended that the very form of this epistle should 
correspond with the distinctive structure of the middle shaft in the 
tabernacle lamp. Did God say unto Moses ^' Look that thou make 
them after their pattern ?" And whether we read the Pentateuch 
or the Apocalypse, do we not find a literature more than human ? 

This entire epistle, in the address, the argument, and the con- 
clusion, is partly similar, but more dissimilar, to the other epistles 
which have been paired off. Is the substitution we are in search of 
proved completely ? But it remains to connect this epistle with 
the chronology of the wild beast, and, especially to enquire after 
an antitype to Thyatira and its longitude. 

II. THE CONNEXION. 

(1). " These things saith the Son of God, who hath his eyes as 
a flame of fire and his feet are like smelting brass.'' These eyes 
and feet are both from the introductory vision (i. 14, 15). " The 
two-edged brand'' of that vision is adopted in the address to 
Pergamos, connecting that epistle with the subsequent vision (xix. 
11, 16). But the feet of brass adopted here, curiously connects with 
that subsequent vision by an extraordinary change in the language 
there. The victor there is on his white horse, and, therefore, the 
feet of brass could not well be expressed ; instead of it we read — 
" And he himself treadeth (jcal avrhs iraiei) the wine-press of the 
indignation and wrath of the Almighty God." « The Son of God" 
himself treadeth it. The connexion as to the chronology between 
these eyes of flame, these f^ei also of brass, and that vision, cannot 
be questioned. 

But, then, as to the question of geography — since in this epistle only 
those feet of brass refer us forward to that treading of the wine- 
press, the query is whether the antitypical Thyatira may be supposed 
to have any peculiar relation to that trodden wine-press ? Where 
shall that treading be ? " And the wine-press was trodden without 
themty, and there came forth blood out of that wine-press, up to the 
horse bridlesi bv the space of a thousand six hundred furloQg^" 
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(xir. 2). Hear our laf^t learned commentatoT on this lubjecL 
As to the locality of that field, says he, two things seem dear: 
that the treading-fioor, as all admit, can scarce be different from the 
Armageddon of the Apocalypse ; and secondly that its description 
here ** as without the city" cannot be Babylon, because, as he observes, 
this daughter follows after the destruction of Babylon. He adds 
that the figure itself is very appropriate (he means to Jerusalem), 
as both the king's aud other wine-presses of old were actually 
situated outside the walls of JerussJenu He reminds us in his 
notes that, according to Jerome, one thousand six hundred furlongs 
was about the length of the Holy Land from Dan to Beersheba : 
nor does he fail to call our attention to the coincidence of other 
prophecies, and especially that according to Dan. xi. 45; the 
apostate king shall pitch his tent on *<the glorious holy mountain" 
immediately before he shall come to his end. With this he compares 
£z:ek. xxxix. (?) Joel iii.; Zee. xii. 14 ; see Hor. Apoc. iv. p. 83, 170. 
Because the treading feet of that slaughter are appropriated to Thyatira: 
consider whether the site of Jerusalem and its territory may not be 
the antitype to that of Thyatira and its province ? Whether " the 
glorious holy mountain" be not the most natural position for the 
shaft of the an ti typical lampsconce ? In short, whether it be not 
the longitude we are in search of? 

(2) " Thou suflerest that woman Jezebel," &c. 

This is the reading selected (omitting cov) by Mr. Tregelles. 
In the vision of the harlot of Babylon (chap, xvii), I assume that 
the harlot is a symbol of the Church of Rome ; Babylon a symbol 
of the metropolitan see of Rome, with St, Peter's patrimony ; and 
the seven-headed wild beast which she bestrides a symbol of those 
nations or peoples within the territory of the four empires which are 
in communion with the see of Rome. But, whatever follows in 
this epistle concerning Jezebel connects with that vision of the 
harlot of Babylon, including chap, xviii. Jezebel calleth herself a 
prophetess, and the great harlot has her divining cup (xvii. 4.. 
Jer. xxi. 7.; 1 Cor. x. 21). Jezebel "teacheth and seduceth my 
servants to commit fornication, and to eat things ofiered to idols ;" 
and so does the harlot (xvii. 2 ; xviii. 3 ; xiv. 8). Jezebel had " time 
given her to repent, but she hath no wish to repent." So with the 
harlot; this is implied ix. 20, 22. And it is written that the ten 
horns " shall burn her up with fire " (xvii. 16). But this cannot 
be till late, not before the voice of the third angel (xiv. 8). And 
forasmuch as the seven voices and the seven viab seem to me respectiveljf 
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9ynchr(mouSy I tUnk therefore not so soon (xvi. 19). Jezebel Is 
threatened, "Behold ! I will cast her into a bed." And the harlot 
is cast down like a millstone cast into the sea (xviii. 21 ; Jer. xli. 64 ; 
S Kings ix. 83). Jezebel's paramours shall be cast "into great 
tribulation except they repent of her works." And great is the 
fear and mourning of the paramours of the harlot (xviil. 9, 10, 15- 
17, 19). Jezebers children (whether disciples or affiliated 
Churches) " will I slay with pestilence." This pestilence is for the 
harlot (xviii. 8). This pestilence is one sign of the times of the 
wild beast. See (in a second sense) vi. 8; Zech. xiv. 12. The 
connexion and the chronology both seem to be evident. 

But, now, as to the geography, the objection must naturally occur, 
if Jezebel be the harlot of Babylon and the Church of Rome, and 
if the site of Thyatira and its province be the type of Jerusalem 
and her territory, what connexion can be conceived between the 
two? What can Jezebel hare to do with Jerusalem in the last 
times ? First, in general it is conceivable that Jezebel may busy 
herself in all places and at all times, even after an Elijah shall have 
finished his prophecy. Secondly, in particular, if, as I infer, she shall 
begin to fall in the west at the third, but not perish till the seventh 
▼ial — ^then it is conceivable that during that interval at least, if not 
before, she may be induced to try her desperate fortunes in the 
east. Nineveh repented at the preaching of Jonah ; it was the 
only sign our Lord would give the Jews — a type that after His own 
resurrection he would preach to the Gentiles with success — they 
would repent for they would hearken to warnings of judgment. 
But Jezebel has no wish to repent ; she has ceased to be a believing 
Gentile — she will hearken to no such warnings. " If God spared 
not the natural branches take heed lest he spare not thee" (Rom. xi. 
2!). It is surely conceivable enough that Jezebel, anticipating the 
speedy downfall of her dominion, may endeavour to secure at least 
her existence in some new form adapted to her new circumstances. 
Thirdly, in the little book of Zechariah's Apocalypse, one vision we 
find of a woman in the territory of Jerusalem who may possibly be 
referred to in this epistle (Zech. v. 5-11). Certain it seems, to me at 
least, that no approach to a fulfilment of that vision has ever yet 
appeared. The ephah, filled with that bad woman, who is there 
styled wickedness itself, is borne out of the land of Palestine " to 
build her a house in the land of Shinar ( Babylonia) ^ and it shall 
be established, and she shall be set there on her own base. Since 
expositors ^re not called to prophecy themselves how events are to 
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be brought about, I confine myself to remarking that those words 
sound at least as if they might be not absolutely inapplicable to the 
harlot of Babylon ; and, if so, neither is it absolutely inconceivable 
that Jezebel may have something do with Jerusalem in the last 
times. Fourthly, and lastly, consider verse 24 — " But to you I say, 
the rest that are in Thyatira, as many as (oeoi) hold not this doctrine 
(of Jezebel before mentioned) whoever (omi/es) have not known 
the depths of Satan as they speak, I will lay upon you no other 
burden." The deptks of Satan are here so intimately connected 
with the doctrine of Jezebel that they are commonly confounded. 
But the depths of Satan, according to the exact language of the 
Apocalypse, ought and I believe do signify a distinct thing. The 
depths of Satdn ought to be conceived as professed especially by the 
two iynagoguei of Satan in the west and east (ii. 9 ; iii. 9) ; and if 
they he literal Jews so called it is conceivable enough that they may 
congregate to "the glorious holy mountain" as to a central point. 
Judging from the past it is conceivable that they may be literally 
Jews, so called ; for it is certain that, in support of the ancient 
verdict of their Sanhedrim, the testimonies and blasphemies which 
have been forged by Jews against Christ, as a magician and impostor, 
far exceed any impious excess of the Papacy hitherto seen. I am 
aware that the opinion of the fathers of the Church concerning the 
great adversary of the last times is so ancient as to be out of 
fashion ; yet it was derived not from tradition but from the Scrip- 
tures, which they had in their hands ; thence they formed it and 
they found grounds for it there : they found two synagogues of 
Satan, and they might be the two lamb-like horns of the false 
prophet : they found two little horns, one with eyes to it, as the 
lamb had seven eyes, though .those were only like the two eyes of a 
man: they found one little horn speaking great things, and the 
false prophet speaking aloud like a dragon ; while another little 
horn they found speaking dark sentences, a riddler like Samson 
(Dan. vii. 8 ; viii. 23). Samson they knew had been the occasion 
that the Philistines themselves should burn the faithless wife with 
fij^e; yet, no longer now the champion of Dan, but blasted and 
blinded, he fell with those very Philistines heaped upon him. Dan 
himself was once a lion's whelp, but may become a serpent by the 
way (Gen. xlix. 17; Deut. xxxiii. 22). Of old time they founc} 
strai^e ponfe^eracies against tlie house of David^ and Syria sup- 
ported by Ephraim (Isa. vii). " A companion of idols is Ephraim^ 
kfive hipi to himself," They found hints that even all the ^tandi^rtj^ 
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of Israel may be so abased in the wilderness as that the lion of 
Judah himself may be no longer worthy to be called Judah ; that 
with the talons of an eagle but without his wings^ with the face of 
a man but with the heart of a beast, that whole generation which 
would usurp the dominion of the world may be seizejd by the mad- 
ness of a week of years, and yet return to reason and a rightful 
dominion (Gen. xlix. 3, 9, 16, 22; Deut. xxxiii. 17; Psalm Ixviii. 
10 ; Dan. iv. 33 ; ?ii. 4). And if, after all, the opinion of the fathers 
of the Church should turn out to be correct, that the great adver- 
B9XJ of the last times shall be the last great mock Messiah, then it 
is, methinks, conceivable that the Jezebel of Rome, grown desperate 
infidel, may shift her politics with the wind, and attempt to ally 
herself even with a temporal Christ, forgetting at length her 
infallibility and calling herself Christian still — but in vain. 

(3). << And He shall rule them with a rod of iron." Instead of 
" the Son of Man," in the introductory vision (i. 13 ; Comp. Dan. 
yii^ 13, 27), in this epistle our Lord assumes the title of <<the 
Son of God," referring to Psalm ii. 7, 9. And the rod of iron, 
qiioted from the same psalm, connects this epistle with two other 
passages in the subsequent visions. 

First, with xii. 5 — << And she brought forth a son, a manly birth, 
who is about to rule all the nations with a rod of iron : and her 
ehi\d shall be caught up unto God, and unto His throne." Shall be 
caught up — viz., when He shall rule with the rod of iron: for 
observe that the aorist after fieWei here, is used exactly as the 
aorists after all the preceding futures (xi. 11, 12). As the seven 
Imup branches are a symbol of the holy Catholic Church, so is the 
sun-clad woman ; and as the two lamp branches are a symbol of 
the two blameless Churches (the two witnesses, so far as the olive 
trees are concerned), so is the manly son of the woman — espe- 
cially considering those two lamp branches consolidated and stand- 
ing before the Lord of the earth at the antitypical Thyatira (xi. 4 ; 
Zech. iv. 2). When the two witnesses shall ascend in the cloud, 
then shall the manly birth be caught up to God and to His throne 
(xi. 12 ; xii. 5). And then sdso shall the victor of Thyatira rule 
the nations with a rod of iron. But when ? When the wild beast 
shall have slain the witnesses. And where ? Where their Lord 
also was crucified " (xi. 8). 

Secondly, the rod of iron connects with xix, 5. Then the Lord 
Himself comes with His iron rod— and when ? When He comes 
to tread the winepress and to crush both false prophet and wili 
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beast. Where—but << vithont the city ?*' All this it most appro- 
priate also, if Thyatira and its province typify Jerusalem and her 
territory. 

(4). «< And I will give Him that morning star " — a star is the 
symbol of an angel of the Church (i. 20). And our Lord is the 
angel of the covenant (Mai. iii. 1) : but Me morning star is some- 
thing more. The Hebrew term, which signifies primarily the morn- 
ing star, signifies secondarily a glittering host marching into the 
field ; and in this secondary sense our Lord appropriates it, accom- 
panied with an epithet to distinguish Himself as the Head of the 
host^-*'^ I am the root and the race of David, that bri^kt and 
morning star** (xxii. 16). But that passage gives us no date of 
time where, then, shall we find the chronology of that morning 
star in the subsequent visions ? As I believe, at the wice of Ike 
fifth angelf who cries, << Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord 
from henceforth. And behold, a white chud^ and upon the cloud 
sat one like a S(m of Man, having on His head a golden crown, and 
in His hand a sharp sickle " (xiv. 14). At the same period (for 
all the voices and vials are respectively synchronous), in eontraet 
with this morning star, <Uhe kingdom of the wild beast was 
darkened*'— Me vial of the fifth angel (xvi. 10). At this period our 
Lord wears only His crown, emblem of victory, and not yet His 
diadems of sovereignty (xix. 13) ; and, therefbre, this may be the 
sign spoken of by our Lord Himself— a sign distinct fnym and 
previous to His own personal advent ; ** and then shall appear the 
sign of the Son of Man in heaven ** (Matt. xxiv. 80). The under^ 
standing of that sign-— namely, that it will signify the near approach 
of the root of the race of David, at the head of all His angeUe 
squadrons, how great a reward must that be ! To eat of the manna 
treasured up was the promise of an early reward to the victor of 
Pergamos. To bruise with the rod of iron, the battle beA>rs the 
banquet, is the promise to Thyatira ; but to recognise the banners 
of victory so far before, the banners of the Son of David and of 
God, what reward so early->-what so appropriate to the expectant 
victor of Thyatira, supposing by Thyatira to be typified that city 
of David which shall be called *< the throne of Jehovah,'* because 
there the Son of God shall assume the throne of His father David 
(kai. ix. 7 ; Jer. iii. 17 ; Luke i. 82). 

Ever eince the days of Balaam, a Iklse prophet and leader 
of Ihe synf^gvie of Satan, yet compiled, at Caiaphas, also to 
utter true dr^ei^ Hie King <yi Isr^siel has bden foretold by %hp 
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MmblBatiMi of flie teeptre and star (Num. xidt, 7^ 17; Halai^ 
IHak i.) 

There shall come forth a man of His children (Israel's) ; 

And His arm (shall be) on many peoples. 
I see Him, but not now ; 
I behold Him, but not nigh : 
A star shall come forth from Jacob, 
And a sceptre shall arise from Israel. 

ill. TH£ COnNSElL OF THS LORD. 

<< The Son of God," by whose mere grace the last worics of any 
man can be m(H« than the first, still rebukes His most faroared 
senrants, if they in any degree sufifer << that woman Jexebel«" He 
whose eyes are as a flame of lire, who searches the reins and hearts, 
denounces to all her paramours and children ; tribulation and pesti*- 
lence, and eternal retribution, ^ except they repent of her worW' 
As for those who boast of other depths — the depths of SaAan«-**H8 
will tread them with those feet as of smelting brass in ths wine« 
press of the indignation and wrath of the Almighty God. For the 
rest in Thyatira, who neither hold the doctrine of Jeaebel and will 
not hear, nor know any of those depths of Satan, He will lay upon 
them no other burden (still alluding to a particular passive in the 
history of Jezebel and Ahab, 2 Kings ix. 25), no bearier trial 
than such a conflict as is necessarily implied by such rivals. 

Sore must be the conflict and hurd the task << to keep His winrks 
until the end ; " but in proportion prettt shall be their reward i they 
also shall wield that rod of iron. Where they conflict, there also 
was their Lord crucified ; but when He shall return on His white 
Victory, then shall they also, among <<the armies which are in 
heaven, follow Him upon white horses, clothed in fine linen ;*' « for 
the fine linen is the righteousness of the minU" (xix. 8, 14). 

And €arl^ shall be their reward. << And I will give Him <iiat 
morning star." A star ushered in the first coming of our Lord ; << a 
sign of the Son of Man in heaven " shall usher in His second 
coming. St. Peter exhorts us— << Until the day dawn, and the day 
star arise in your hearrs, ye do well that ye take heed unto tiie ward 
of prof^ecy as unto a light that shineth in a dad& place " (2 Peter 
i. 19). Macknight on that passage thus writes ^-<«(^ Our Lord calk 
himsidf the bright and morning star, because when He comes from 
heaven to j^dge the world, being surroundtd with the glory «f His 
Father^ that bright light al a fueat dktaiiod wil havt the i^peafi^ 
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ance of a star * which He termed the morning star, because it will 
usher in the day of judgment. This star (he aposde represents as 
rising in men's hearts, because its appearance will produce in their 
hearts the fullest conviction of the truth of all Christ's promises." 
And at length they shsdl ascend to meet the Lord in the air; yes, 
He who will not know thy satanic depths, O Lucifer, son of the 
morning, shall ascend into heaven, and without blame (Isai. 
xiv. 12). 

At the close of all this counsel of the Lord, and all relative to His 
second advent, let me add that in the parable of ten virgins who 
took their lamps (Matt, xxv.), our Lord seems to have referred to 
the ten lampsconces of the temple with which Solomon furnished 
it, according to the pattern shown to David by the Spirit ; and 
which seem to have been substituted for the seven branched lamp 
of the tabernacle (1 Kings vii. 49 ; 1 Chron. xxviii. 12, 19 ; 2 Chron. 
iv. 6-8 ; xiii. 11). Now, in the seven epistles we find that two of 
the seven Churches are without blame, Smyrna and Philadelphia ; 
two are without praise, Sardis and Laodicea ; and three are of a 
mixed character, Ephesus, Pergamos, and Thyatira. Consider these 
last three according to the brighter side of their character, and 
combine them with the two blameless Churches, and you have five 
wise virgine : consider the same three Churches according to the 
dimmer side of their character, and combine them with the two nn- 
praised Churches, and you h&ye five foolish virgins. Not only 
whole classes of character, but every shade of variety, all are open 
to those eyes with which we have to do. 

And thus I have attempted to make out my point — namely, that 
the seven epistles were intended to be prophetic sketches, and the 
seven Churches types of the future chequered state and character 
of the holy Catholic Church in the last days of the grand apostasy* 
Upon the whole, it must surely be conceded that to reject this vision 
of the first three chapters, as having no connexion with the subse- 
quent visions, no prophetic sense, or no prospective meaning, is ta 
leave the Apocalypse a trunk without a head. It would be super^ 
fluous to recapitulate so short an argument farther than has been 
done already in the present section ; but, in a concluding section, I 
add a short enquiry which arises out of the preceding, or, at leasts 
will not unnaturally follow it : what may be the meaning of the 
fNirth part and the thifd part so often recurring in the Apocalypse, 
and whether they may have any reference to its geography^ such ag 
I baje conjectured from tl^ sevei^ egisUes, 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



THE tHIRD AVD THE FOURTH fARt IN TR£ AlPOCALYlPSE* 61 



SECTION VII. 



THE THIRD PART AND THE FOURTH PART IN THE 
APOCALYPSE. 

The territory of the four empires of prophecy and of history is 
the local habitation of the holy Catholic Church, so far as it is the 
subject of prophecy in the Apocalypse. I have conjectured that 
the apocalyptic territory is divided in the vision of the first 
three chapters into two districts — one to the west and another to 
the east of Jerusalem and its territory. But considering the pecu- 
liar classification of that particular septenary, the seven epistles, 
into groups first of three, and secondly of /our (the epistle to 
Thyatira being reckoned among the four), hence arises a farther 
enquiry, whether those two districts may be conceived to be sub- 
divided into subordinate parts, three to the west and four to the 
east. 

1. The Fourth Part 

At the fourth seal we meet with the expression " a fourth part of 
the earth." " And when he opened the fourth seal I heard the 
voice of the fourth living crekture, saying. Come ; and I saw, and 
behold, a horse of a cadaverous hue ; and he that sat over him, his 
name was Death, and hades followed after him. And there was 
given him authority over the fourth part of the earth, to slay with 
brand, and with famine, and with pestilence, and under the wild 
beasts of the earth " (vi. 7, 8). 

The above is a literal version of the text according to the critical 
editions of Griesbach, Scholz, Tregelles ; and it agrees substantially 
with our English version. Mr. Elliott, who difiers from that version in 
the last clause, has first adopted the reading of the vulgar text, and 
then applies two quotations (Ezek. xxxiii. 27 ; Jer. xv. 2) to fur- 
nish out this simple explanation of it ; that Death had authority to 
slay with the four sore judgments of God, here enumerated, each 
over one fourth part of the earth (« Hor. Apoc." i. 170-176). I 
infer, from Mr. Elliott's rejection of the critical text, that he would 
not consider this tc^be the natural interpretation of the clause, ac- 
cording to that reading. N^ertheless, eren retaining that reading, 
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I concede that the clause may just admit of that interpretation*-* 
namely, by taking the words '* and there was given him authority 
over a fourth part of the earth to »lay/* as expressed before the 
brand, to be understood after each icaiy and before each of the three 
nouns which follow ; before the famine, before the pestilence, 
and before the wild beasts of the earth. And so exquisite is the 
art of the prophetic style, especially where a twofold sense is in- 
volved, that such an interpretation of the critical text itself may be 
itttendedi though by no means the natural one, to suffice for % first 
sense, and at the same time to prompt the search of a second and 
fuller sense. 

In the main spirit of his exposition, I understand the seven sealsy 
with Mr. Elliott, of the Roman empire ; though, as to particulars^ 
however much I admire his classical and beautiful illustrations of 
some parts, yet for myself I am a disciple of Abbadie^ the well 
known Dean of Killaloe, who wrote on the seven seals <<Le Triomphe 
de lalVovidence et de la Religion" (Amsterdam 172d» 4 voL IS""), 
In that work he more naturally implies the first three seals to the 
first three emperors after the date of the Apocalypse, b^;inBiqg 
with Trajan, "who went forth (says Mr. Elliott) on his mar- 
vellous career of conquest within five months of the date of the 
Apocalypse" (Reply to Arnold p. 10). The second seal he 
( Abbadie) applies to the second emperor, Hadrian, and kis slaugiiler 
of the Jews, not without effusion of Roiaan blood, since the 
emperor in his famous dispatch to the senate omitted the u^ial 
salutation — he could not say that it left the army well. The third 
seal he applied to the third emperor, Antoninus Pius, the uaiversai 
arbitrator of his i^e, to wh^m the emUem of justice was most 
appropriate ; and the fourth seal he applies to that re^n of death 
which extends in the most dismal chapter of all history, from the 
accession of Marcus Aurelius (next in succession to Antoninus 
Pius), in whose reign began that ser^ of pestilences which, acoor- 
ding to Niebuhr (ii. 282), inflicted a blow upon the Micient world 
from which it never recovered, all through those horrors which made 
the imperial throne a mortal post to all who should occupy it ; aad, 
even down to the age of Constantius ChlartiSy the father of the 
Emperor Constantine. Thus, the fourth seal has been fulfilled^ 
thou^, as I conceive, but in a first sense and imperfectly. 

But there is a second sense which remains to be fulfilled, and in 
that sense the natural version of the critical text wiU take pkwt i 
the expression " by means of the wild beasts" will bocoMC e»ii 
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and eBfedsJUj ik% (two-edged) brand will kave ite ttost «xact in« 
terpretation : for the terp ^/t/^tutL which occurs, except in the 
A|K>calypse> only once besides in the New Testament (end thei« 
used figurativelyt Luke ii. 35), is always distinguished ia the 
Apocalypse from f/MKaipof the sword of man (vL 4 ; xiii. 10)| and^ 
always applies to the fiery brand of the mouth of the Lord which 
does execution at last on the wild beast and the false prophet {w 16 ; 
ii. 12, 16 ; xix. 15, SI). At that time thb devoted '' fourth part of 
the earth" wiU probably turn out to be the territory of the aatt- 
typical Thyatira. 

2. The Third Part. 

To be accurate^ all the passages in which this term occurs are 
subjoined for examination and numbered for reference. 

(1). And the first sounded, and there was hail and fire mingled 
with blood, and they were cast upon the earth (and the third part of 
t/ie earth was burnt up), and the third part of trees was burnt up, and 
all green grass was burnt up (viii. 7). 

(2). And the second angel sounded, and as it were a great moun- 
tain burning with fire was cast into the sea, and the third part of the 
sea became blood, and the third part of the creatures which were in 
the sea, which had life, died ; and the third part o/ the ships were 
destroyed (viiL 8, 9). 

(3). And the third angel sounded, and there fell out of heaven a 
great star burning like a torch, and it fell upon the third part of the 
riversy namely — upon the fountains of waters ; and the name of the 
star is called Wormwood, and the third part of the waters became 
wormwood, and many of the men died of the waters because they 
were made bitter (viii. 10, 11). 

(4). And the fourth angel sounded ; and the third part of the sun 
was smitten^ and the third part qf the nwon and tfie third part qf ike 
st(»rsy so that the third part of them was darkened, and the day shone 
not for the third part of it and the night likewise (viii. 12). 

(5). And those four angels were loosed (who were prepared for 
that hour — namely a day and a month and a tropical year) to slay 
the third part qf the men. By these three plagues was the third part 
of the men slain; by the fire and the smoke and the brimstone 
which issued out of their mouths (ix. 15, 18). 

(6). And his twl sweepeth the third part of the stars of heaven, 
and stni he cast them to the earth (xii. 4). 

These six are the only passages in which the third part is 
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0tt4$bliotJed, and of these six the last three may immediately be dis* 
p6s^ of as not being at all concerned in a question of ^e^repky* 
^thkd is obriotts with regard to the fourth and sixth, whieh rtekte 
'iMIfi^ the sun, moon and stars in the firmament above, it is trte 
^iti^'orltiL t^aftl to the fifth, which relates to the men upon «artb ; 
(l^ttts^l^vious that the pestilence, the hand of the Turk or atiy 
(9lb#f'plagife, might destory one third part of the inhabitimto of ovr 
^^fih^i witfhout confining its ravages to any certain limited distriet 
^^Gl^rifint^rattite with one third part of its surface. The first ^ree 
^^pi^sdgt^ vefmain to be examined, and of these the first two may also 
fbfe!i\iid'^de as not pertaining to this question. 
^' '^^1)^ In the first passage I have admitted (in the bracketed clause) 
'tt^l-etlding which is absent from the vulgar text, but admitted into the 
critical editions of Griesbach, Scholz and Tregelles, and which Mr. 
^£!tiOt€, though he does not translate it, yet appears also to approve of 
•^Hdr. Apoc." i. 321, 324). It is to be observed, however, that 
<^ri^back admits it into his text accompanied with his mark of 
dmibtful probability ; for, had he read it in the vulgar text, he would 
iiave marked it as questionable, whether it should not be omitted, 
fa fact, of the only three most ancient MSS. of the Apocalypse 
)^]ch have come down to us, we have for this reading the authority 
Df otie only (the Cod. Alex). Of the other two, one, and probably 
the most ancient and valuable of the three, is in this part of the 
Apocalypse mutilated; and the third has been hitherto so in>- 
perfectly examined, or at least described, that its silence here decidos 
nothilDg. But there is in favour of it a good array of the latter 
MiS^S., together with six ancient versions, though very uneqaaUy 
attolent. In fairness, therefore, this reading ought to be admitted 
by me. . . 

Now suppose the passage had stood thus — << And there was: hail 
and fire mingled with blood, and they were cast upon the third part 
t>f the earth** In that case, it must have been conceded immediate 
that such a phrase would have designated some defined disttiei if(t 
iSenominated in this prophecy. But that is not the phrase used ; 
they " wei-e cast upon the earthy* and then the consequences foltov^d 
tliat the third part of the earth, the third part of the trees, and aH 
^een grass, was burnt up. The simple question, then, is — doesthfe 
necessarily imply that the hail, fire, and Mood, were confined U> a 
Uniited district of the earth, so denominated in this prophecy^ and 
that commensurate with a third part of the apocalyptic earth ? 
^he phrase rather implies Aat they were cast at onc6 upon Ike 
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idiol6 surface of that earth; but imagine, if you will, Hwithey 
^rere cast at first upon some particular but not specified part of the 
earthy from which afterwards and by d^rees theyextoMled liketke 
Egyptian plague, running along upon the grouud over the wMe 
surfiMse; either way the consequence might be as stated, mmekjf*^ 
that the whole surface was scorched so as to bum up all geeen frasiy 
and one third part of that surface was also burnt up ; hr instauosy 
such a proportion of it upon the whole which was ooveied wiUi 
forest, where the tempest of hail and fire would of oounse laare 
intensely rage. This is all that could be decided; but this 
interpretation of the passage, which is the most that it can implf , 
does not decide that this phrase, << the third part of the earth/' used 
as it is here, designates any defined district so denominated iu the 
Apocalypse. 

(2). So also in the second passage: the burning mountain was 
** east into the sea" and by the very nature of the symbol it must 
hare fallen on some definite spot ; yet it is not written that the 
mountain -was cast into the third part of tlie sea^ which would have 
designated some charted portion of it, so denominated in this 
prophecy : but the consequence was that <* the third part of the sea 
became blood.'* But it is added in explanation, and the '* third part 
of the creatures which were in the sea" — observe, not the creatures 
which were in the third part of the sea — no ; but, <' which had lifi9» 
(all over the sea), and the third part of the ships (in the sea aod 
wherever they might be sailing) were destroyed," 

In all these passages, then, by the third part, whether of sun, nioon» 
or stars, of men or trees, of fishes or ships, I understand with 
Daubuz (who refers to Ezek. v. 12 ; Zee. xiii. 7-9) that it is a pro* 
verbial expression not uncommon in Scripture for a very con* 
sidefaUe part of the whole. 

(d)« Only one passage remains to be examined. When the third 
•angel spuuded << a great star burning like a torch,^ upon the third 
part of the ripers — namely, {km) upon the fountains of waters," and 
<* She third part of the waters became wormwood." This expres^ioa 
really designates a certain limited district of the apocalyptic ter- 
ritory, so denominated in this passage. And, accordingly, the 
consequence is said to be — not as elsewhere, that the third part of 
the men died .(that would be too considerable a portion for so limi- 
ted a judgment as this) — no ; but only <<many of the men died of 
the waters"— -viz., the men who drank of those waters. But whs^t 
wi^KS ? Not the eastern vHXten ; they are ei|iressly the Euphrat^ 
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twioe-*iiMBtioncd«— tiie literal Euphrates (for I am unaiUe to diK; 
Unguis with some that iu one passage it mu$t mean the literal 
Euphrates (ix. 14), and yet in another it does meaa onlj a syift* 
bolie river (xvi. 12)--^e weitem waters then. Whistoo remarked 
thiSj and observes that Lombardy is situated near the fountains of 
the four chief rivers of Europe — ^the Danube, the RhiDe> Iha 
Rhone, and the Po«— ^the fountains of the Eurojwan waters (aa 
Mr. Elliott has beautifully expressed it) where the Alpine saews am 
dissolving from their eternal glaciers " (<< Hor. Apoo." L 342). 
<« Every traveller says Gibbon (chap, xxx.) must recoUeet the tec 
<^ Lombardy^ so often tormented by the capricious and irfogular 
abundance of waters, when the Adige, the Mindus, the OgMo» and 
the Addua, in the spring or winter, by the fall of rains, or by the 
melting of snows, are commonly swelled into broad and impetuous 
terrento.*' The seat of the hariot who sitteth upon naany waters 
(xvii. 1. 15) lies at the foot of that district, so graphically described 
bj those few words <' the fountains of waters." 

The symbolic world of the Apocalypse— an earth, with Ha laiid» 
sea, and rivers ; and a fimament with its sun, moon, and stars-i-aie 
most prominent in the first four trumpets and vials. Not one of 
the series of vials, as I am persuaded, has yet begun to be ftilfilled ; 
but tha first four trumpets foretold the history of the west from 
aud alter the final division of the Roman Empire (a.d. 895) to 
the extlnetion of the Western Empire (a.d. 476 or 479). The 
first trumpet calls down the Gothic storm, which by degrees eo&<- 
cMitrates its farj in three successive steges, and the Jkst snob of 
BmM (a.d. 410). The second trumpet excites the Vandalio 
flamee, whioh torture the Mediterranean, hemming in the devoted 
city, and then ths second sack of Rome ( a.d. 455)« The third trumpet 
sounds, and down falls the meteor of intestine rage (the latt mortal 
symptom of dissolving empires) — that infamous barbarian, the 
Ffttrician Ricimer ; and the third sack of Rome ensues (a.d. 473). 
At the fourth trumpet all the bright lights of heaven are darkened 
overhead, and the crown of the Western Empire is tumbled down 
to die ground (a.d. 476). "Then was the majesty of Rome but 
faintly represented by the princes of Constantinople, the feeble and 
imaginary successors of Augustus" (Gib. c. 88). 

««The third part of the rivers, even the fountains of waters," I 
understand, then, of a definite territory, even that at the foot of 
which the States of the Church of Rome are situated ; and I am 
confirmed in thia expoeitioo by a curioos refinement ia the text of 
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the prophecy. The seven vials, {vJi of the seven ia&t plagi^<^4bp- 
l«il and wont, being universal and without mitigation, tbQi^Q J^he);^^ 
fore could not admit such an expression as the third pari ir.y/i^f^l^ 
nugbl imply that in such a case not a complete deslruotioi),..|^Hii^ 
only a very considerable calamity, was the effect of theif:, ^ffusip;^ 
There 4s no third part in the series of the seven viaJs. This juf^^for;^ 
omissiaQ is observed even in the third visd, when the third. a,];^g|^ 
*' poured out his cup into the rivers (namely, the founteins o£>^9.tfer^)i 
and they became blood" (xvi. 4), But yet, to assume us th^l ph^, 
same definite district as before is intended, and no mistake, .n^t, 
only does the angel of those waters announce that this . wa^ (^, 
judgment u^n persectUora — not only does the very altar i^t^elf^^t,, 
whose foot the martyrs lie, acknowledge themselves avenged (xyi^.^ 
5*7) ; but at the same period the third voice (the voices and y^als, 
sure xtespectively synchronous) exclaims-— << Fallen is Babylon th^ , 
great'' (xiv. 8). Her territory falls to the apocalyptic wes^ sub-. 
divided into three parts ; and here is a district denominated ^'the 
third part of the rivers, even the fountains of waters." In shorty I 
find in the Apocalypse only one third pa%% and there I find Romj^;, 
and one/oi^rt^ /?a9t, where I find Jerusalem: the head quarter^. 
respectively of the harlot of Babylon, and of the sun-clad woman's . 
manly birth, a virgin Church (xi. 1 ; xiv. 1-4). 



CONCLUSION. 



In the holy Scriptures we find a sytem of prophecies which, in 
whatever seeming confusion they may lie, are doubtless well ordered 
as the host of heaven : within this we find Included a minor system 
of chronological prophecies, calculated no less exactly than the 
pMods of the planets. If the Book of God, as a whole, be a 
v^onder beyond our grasp, it is one character of its inspiration. If 
the rdl of prophecy in general, and the chapter of chronological' 
prophecy in particular, be as lights shining in a dark place, we ttiH' 
eipect them to grow brighter by degrees, even with the darkne^ of 
tiieni^ht. 

'Withr^ard'id ptophecy in general^ it is essential to Its charadt^i^ 
thaf fr ihtMa W vel!*d ^ith ^ certain degree ^ obseurity; a* '^m; 

E 2 
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till those events of the Divine Providence, of which it is the plaa, 
shall have furnished the comment. To this end, some of its oracles 
have a two-fold sense, and that without disparagement, but the 
reverse : in a pretended oracle, indeed, a double meaning belongs to 
the theory of probabilities ; but in a divine prophecy the double 
sense belongs to the certainty of Providence — the first of whioh 
being fulfilled is a pledge that the other shall be, and that at the 
consummation there shall be found a double proof of the Divine 
prescience. In such prophesies, commonly, the main outline 
describes in the general two similar events ; but as to the par* 
ticulars, some expressions will suit only the first, and others only^ 
the last event ; yet, as a whole, both the outline and the particulars 
will best and most satisfactorily tally with the last event. 

With regard to the Apocalypse^ it contains sundry designed am- 
biguities ; yet as a whole it is, with all its refinements, equally 
simple and sublime, comprehending within a plan, consisting of but 
a few main divisions, nothing but what is great. These four grand 
events — First, the early fates of the Church, and the world its 
contemporary, ending with the overthrow of Paganism ; secondly, 
the invasion of the Northern nations, ending with the overthrow 
of the Western empire ; thirdly, the double invasion of the Eastern 
impostors, ending with the overthrow of the Eastern empire; 
fourthly, the confederacy of the arch-impostor, ending in the over** 
throw of the Church of Rome, of the kingdoms of this world, 
and of all impostors together : all this I read in the Apocalypse, 
and nothing more. The Millennium is another and a future <&4> 
pensation. That fourth event which, together with its prdude, 
occupies so much space on the page of the Apocalypse (keeping 
proportion thereby with the ancient prophecies), will occupy a 
space on the stage of history, not exceeding, as I apprehend, a week 
of years. Should it come on during any part of the nineteenth cen** 
tury, no events now either do, or can, move otherwise than rapidly. 

But if there be a system of chronological prophecies a very 
natural question arises— Whether there be any intimation as to 
the precise period when that fourth great and consummating event 
will occur? Such a system of prophecies there certainly is, fore- 
telling not the character of the Church, but its condition, at certafak 
conspicuous eras; the date fixing either the duration of some 
temporal judgment, beyond which it should not be extended, or 
else the delay beyond which such a judgment should not be deferred* 
But that no direct intimations are given in any of th99e m to tit 
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jMfedie period in gueitian, may^ I think be affirmed. The chief of 
these I purpose now to consider briefly and consecutively in the 
order of their revelation. These prophecies are not affected by the 
chrmiology of the Septuagint translation (which, by the way, even 
because it is a translation, was far more likely than the original to 
ha^e been corrupted, as it has been systematically and intentionaliy, 
whether the intention was good, bad, or indifferent) ; but they are 
looted slightly by difficulties in the nicer points of chronology ; 
these however I do not pretend to discuss. For perspicuity I shall 
run over — ^first, the ancient chronological prophecies; secondly, 
those of Daniel ; thirdly, those of the Apocalypse. 

1. The Ancient Prophecies. 

These begin first with the condition of the whole house of Israel ; 
next proceed to that of the ten tribes ; and end with that of the two 
^bes. 

First — The whole House of Israel. By the two earliest of these 
prophecies (Gen. xv. 13 ; Num. xiv. 34), it was foretold that they 
should suffer during the space of four hundred years, until the 
Exodus from Egypt, and forty years more in the wilderness. In 
the latter prophecy ** a year for a day" is the aggravating clause : 
the sin of Israel in the matter of the spies (selected one out of each 
of the twelve tribes), of which they had been guilty by the space 
of forty days, should be visited by a chastisement expanded over 
forty years, and no secret was made of it However, both these 
afflictions terminated in the same typical rest (Heb. iv. 1-11). 

Secondly — The Ten Tribes. The extermination of the schismatic 
B^pfaraim, which continued a separate kingdom about two hundred 
and fifty-four years, was next foretold by Isaiah vii. 8. There are 
the soundest reasons why we should distinguish between critical 
conjecture as applied to the New or to the Old Testament. Some, 
who would in no case permit of its application to the New, yet con- 
cede it to the Old Testament, always, however, with great caution. 
And upon such grounds I cannot hesitate to receive Vitringa's 
conjectural emendation of this passage ; not only recommended as it 
is hj the history of Israel, but as it is required by the idiom of the 
Hebrew. With him therefore I read that " within sixteen and five 
years Bphraim should be broken, that it should not be a people ''-— 
Tie., •distiQpt froin Judah. *' This is that king Ahaa;,'' whose 
idolMr^ff^agD pf mt^m yeftrs V9» uot to be ussoijifttcrt with tbo 
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'sjiorter period the eotnfoH; for Judah, and eipedally llie iranifilg 
'for Israel, became all the more emphatic, and espech^y at tlle^dMlh 
of king Ahaz. But take which reading you will, and still you have 
a fixed period (and no secret is made of it), beyond which Ihe 
'extermination of Israel should not be deferred ; and it tho^d be 
'sine die. Nevertheless, even this prophecy ends with fbretelling 
'^^'he ^reat Sabbath of the Millennium (Isaiah ix. 7 ; ix. 18.) 

/^irdly — The Two Tribes. Relating to these are two chronologicwl 
' prophecies, one by Jeremiah about eighteen years before the mln 
'of the first temple, and one by Ezekiel about seven years before tbe 
same event. 

Jeremiah (xxv. 11, 12) predicted the desolation of Jerusalem fo' 
seventy years : and it came to pass, from B.C. 606, the date of liie 
prophecy, to b.c. 586, when Cyrus issued bis ftunoBS decree- 
' (Comp. Jer. xxix. 10). During that period the land was to be left 
desolate that she might enjoy her sabbatic years of rest (Lev. sxvi. 
84 ; 2 Chron.xxxvi. 21). This implies that she had been rofbbed of 
her Sabbaths by the space of 490 years preceeding-^uamely, from 
the remarkable epoch when the people had rejected the theocracy, 
and the reign of Saul, began b.o. 1096 {See 1 Sam. xiii; 1. Hi)s. 
\ xii. 11). But the people had been transported "for their good** (Jer. 
xxiv. 5), beyond the seventy years that chastisement should not 
extend ; and accordingly, leaving in the furnace behind them die 
dross of their idolatry, they returned, as many as would, once more 
to their typical rest. 

Ezekiel (iv. 5, 6) foretold judgment upon the remnant of Israel and 
of Judah for their iniquities, and especially for their having defiled 
\the Sanctuary {y. 11), which judgment should begin by^ a terrible 
' siege of Jerusalem — « a day for a year; " but, contrariwise to Wtitti. 
xiv. 34, the sins of Israel and-of Judah, for which they were tttVw 
to be visited, and which together had extended over a space 'of 
390+40=430 ^ear* (a space equal to that between the prottiise 
and the law (Gal. iii. 17), should, at least for a beginning, be con- 
centrated into that bitter siege of 480 days. Whether or not you 
be able to calculate separately those 890 and A^ t/ettrs oi 
' iniquities, to us in our day, is a matter of secondary consideration, 
and, accordingly, that point may be open to controversy; but, 
,^' adcordirig to Mr. Gresswell's exposition, by adding them together 
"(ijke Isaiah's 16+6=21), you run backto B.C. lOlfi—that metaorabl^ 
Mepoch ^'hen for the iniquities of the whdTe house of Israel (for 
ipBt«ince, amang others, that ever since tte ' beginning of Saiil'a 
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mgu ibe land liad been robbed of her Sabbath8)| tb« tngelof the 
Lord tveo then threatened Jerusalem ; and when the tite of that 
very temple which was now about to fall was consecrated by sacri- 
fice (2 Sam* zxv; 1 Cbron. xxi. zxii. 21; 2 Chron. iii, 1). 
Certainly the division of the whole number i^to two parts was 
chiefly intended to relate to that siege which was the subject of the 
symbolic part of the prophecy : this was indicated by not allowing 
the prophet to turn from side to side, except at that interval (iv« 4, 
6, 8). Even at this distance of time we know that the siege by 
Nebuchadnezzar, which continued in all about a year and a half, or 
550 days, was providentially suspended for a brief interval, and 
doubtless for the exact difference between that larger and the 
smaller number of 430 days ; which difference would intervene, in 
the propl^ecy, between the 390 and the 40 days (2 Kings, xxv. 1,3 ; 
Jer.xxxiv. 1 ; 10. xxxviii. 3). No other mystery than this seems to 
have been intended ; except, indeed, that perhaps '< the wonderful 
Numberer'' may have included in his calculation some anticipation 
of certain circumstances in that future seige of Jerusalem, which is 
so conspicuous in the roll of prophecy, and which seems to be con- 
nected with the whole prophecy of Ezekiel. i. vii. (Comp. Ezek. iii. 
1-3, with Rev. x. 9-10 ; Ezek. v. 4, with Zee. xiii. 9) ; and thus 
did the more ameient chronological prophecies measure out the 
sorrowful chastisements of the twelve, the ten, and the two tribes^ 
but no mysterious obscurity was affected in denominating the num^ 
bers, whether by years or by days. 

2. The Prophecies of Daniel. 

The four chronological prophecies of Daniel come next to bt 
examined and in the order of their revelation. There are, indeed, 
more prophecies recorded by Daniel, but only four need be 
examined which are chronological ; and, which is to be observed, 
only one of these is in the first Book of Daniel, and three in the 
second. I write thus merely that the reader may recollect the fiict 
that the Chakiaic dialect extends (with an introduction in the 
Hebrew) from Dan. ii. 4, to vii, ult. Des Vignolles observes that 
Josephus speaks sometimes of the book and sometimes of the books 
of Daniel. The two visions of the /our empires^ that of the 
great image (Dan. ii), and that of the four wild beasts (Dan. vii), fall 
within the Chaldaic portion of the writings of Daniel ; the latter of 
which only is a chronological prophesy (in fact, one chronology 
su^ced for both) ; yet one remark, in psissingi on the forpier ;-^ 
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The feet 6f tlie iniage were part of iron and pirt of clay : thk 
signified that the ten kingdoms should be partly strong and partly 
lifiittle — not 1^0^ as that some of the ten should be strong and others 
brittle-— but that all of them should want cohesion in comparison 
with the legs of iron. This is expressly stated : " And they shall 
liiingle themselves with the seed of men, but they shall not cleave 
one to another, even as iron is not mixed with clay" (Dan. ii. 43). 
Clay is the more human mould : ** Adam, earth's hallowed mould^ 
(Gen. ii. 7; iii. 19). In a work which I have before-mentioned 
(p. 63) Abbadie, in his exposition of the sealed Israel (Rev. vii. 1-8) 
having traced the ten tribes to that part of the marth where, in the 
age of Constantine, that prophecy was fulfilled, as he thinks, com- 
. pletely (though I think all the seals have a double sense) afterwards 
argues that the northern nations, whom Procopius reduced to the 
number of ten, could be no other than the ten tribes ; whose settle- 
ment in Europe also fulfilled prophecies in the Old Testament, 
more than one or two (Tome ii. p. 170, 177. seq). Whether at all, 
or how far, that theory may be applied to Dan. ii. 43^ I leave 
the reader to consider. 

(1). Dan. vii. 25. 

This is the first chronological prophecy of Daniel, and it falls 
within the Chaldaic portion of his volume. The expression is pecu- 
liaiv " a time, two times (dual), and the dividing of time." This 
term time is used in the Chaldean, first, for time in general (verse 
12) ; secondly, for a year (Dan. iv. 16, 23, 25, 32). It seems to be 
employed in the story of Nebuchadnezzar, according to the Chal- 
dean mode of equating time, for a year of 360 days, which was a 
convenient mean between the solar revolution of 365^ days, and the 
lunar of 354^. Any one who reads this book of Daniel from the 
beginning up to this passage (vii. 25) would naturally understand 
it of such a calendar year, and of that only : and had he also read 
the foregoing chronological prophecies, in none of them would he 
have found as yet an instance of a figurative week, month, or year, 
whieh was to be first resolved into the days of which each is re- 
spectively constituted, and then to be reckoned upon the princi{4e 
of each day for a solar y^ar. Should any one object that a saga- 
cious reader might, however, suspect such an instance to have now 
first, occurred, becanm the fourth wild beast of this prophecy sym- 
bpUxad fi grp»t •mpire, I should desire him» firstf to distinguish 

ft^VW f!M> fU W^ m^ Wf lf»J# *^»r wJ>IP{» m^^^Mf^J I 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



little kingdom ; and, secondly^ not to assume for ffran^ediks^ ihf 
kingdom of the little horn was to be of long duration* B^t;^w^^ 
not say at once 3^ times ? Does not this division of then^.indl^f^ 
some mystery ? Yes : tlie mystery perhaps of the futwrft ; ic^jih^ 
ft^tiire must always be more or less mysterious. For ia 4h#4#9|||% 
manner as the number 21 was in Isaiah divided into 10 aiHi^^fiif^pflt 
as the number 430 was in Ezekiel divided into 3dQaQdi4Qi;^.^t^ 
i^ times may in Daniel be divided into 1, 2, and ^, in ord^- to 9^r-> 
respond with some marked events which shall hereafter occur. ;^t 
Uiose respective periods, whereby the Divine preseii^^^ hl'.tthjpt 
very prophecy may be especially demonstrated, and iheX.moetiOfg^i 
portunely, at such a time of trial and tribulation as that the quefrf; 
tion shall be — Whether shall ike Son of Man at His comiiigf fiuftr 
faith on the earth (Ban. vii. 13; Luke xviii. 8) ? Yet^aU.iiu}; 
kingdom descend out of heaven from God, and those four bimtfi' 
empires shall be consigned for ever to the bottom of that sea tOsAi 
of which they arose. Meanwhile, no reason hitherto appeals whyi 
we should not expound this prophecy as foretelling a t6inf>oi^ry* 
chastisement of 3^ years. EzekieFs siege was one of less diu^c^kt 

(2). Dan. viii. 13, 14. 

This is the second prophecy in order of time, and the first in <^e 
Hebrew portion of the volume. Verse 13, the question is, "Bbw^^ 
long shall be the vision of the daily ?" — i. e., oblaiion ; and the tem^ 
understood here but expressed (ix. 21) signifies a me(U (^eriikg^^M^v^ 
& drink offering, such as was brought with the animal saerifidi^l 
(Fsalm xl. 7). The answer Verse 13, is literally as in the BishopW' 
^ihle^-** Unto the evening and morning 2,300 " — i. e,, oblixti&iw^ 
The subject of this part of the prophecy is the cessartion <^ the"* 
publio service of the temple; and the prophet does not merely uii^^ 
the sacerdotal style as in ix. 21 ; but the spirit of prophecy nt>mb0i^' 
VBpt all the oblations of which the altar shall be deprived, 1^,300 j ^ 
wWch, reckoned by time, would amount to 1,150 natural ^y^'J 
A)^[>arently the writers of the Maccabean history thought th^pro*"' 
phecy was fulfilled in the reign of Antiochus Epiphanes ; Josej^hrf^' 
C€rtain]y thought so : '* as the prophet Daniel had expressly fbttR^ 
toW 408 years (388 ?) before this desolation of the Macedofifiani^^ 
ca«ie to pass" (Joa. Ant xii. 11). : 310 a 

An objection has been started that in his t^n the sdtfcltfafry Wii^ 
npi €ast down-^i. e,^ in the sense of being demo^M /^bikiPf^^W^ 
pyw^JjJ pfp»!Hpp^rf> jpr^bftbj^, b^ ppr PnglfelT yei^!«ip^ 1vSS«r^' 
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eqaWocal^ere (yerse 11) : forneitlier was it foretold that it sboi^ld 
be cast down, in that sense, but rather cast away as a thing of 
nought. The same term is applied, and with the same signification, 
to *f the truth ** (verse 12). The meaning is more fully expressed 
(verse 13) "trodden underfoot," vilified, profaned. Accordingly 
it follows (verse 14)—** Then shall the sanctuary be cleansed" npt 
rebuilt (Comp, xi. 31). Another term entirely different is employetd 
^tp signify destructum (verse 2.5 ; ix. 26). 

f^^/That this part of the prophecy was punctually fulfilled in the 
reign of Antiochus Epiphanes has been proved, I think, by very 
strong and sufficient circumstantial evidence. In the Jewish calen- 
dar, the 23rd of the month Tisri is the festival of " the rejoicing of 
the law ;*' and was an additon of one day (a ninth) to the feast of 
tabernacles. Whether it was added soon after the time of Antiochus 
I know not ; it is certain that his profanation of the temple began 
about the time of the feast of tabernacles (2 Mac. x. 5-8). 
However, it has been calculated that this day of the festival 
irould fall in the year b.c. 168, on the 17th of October; to which if 
you add 1,150 days you arrive at the 12th of December, b.c. 165 
-^he very day when the sanctuary was cleansed (1 Mac. iv. 52) ; 
and in that same year, b.c. 168, when the temple was profaned, 
Antiochus himself bowed before the Roman power, and even Mace- 
don also, the stock of the whole Grecian empire. 

All this notwithstanding, the events of that period certainly did 
neither exhaust nor even satisfy the oracle ; and especially in this 
particular, that the little horn was to sprout forth a little separate' 
kingdom out of one of the four great horns : whereas Antiochus 
ruled over one of those four horns ; and, except in the case of 
Alexander — which is the apology for the foregoing exposition— a 
horn in Scripture, which signifies a kingdom, is not identified with 
the ruler of that kingdom. The objection is Sir Isaac Newton's, 
though he does not mention the exception, and indeed it may be an 
apology, but is no sufficient reason. Out qftliat very horny however, 
over which Antiochus ruled, the little horn in question, as 1 believe, 
is yet to sprout : for, as Mr. Birks has justly remarked, when you 
consider the expressions in v. 19-26, that the vision was for many 
' days, and for the last end of the indignation, it is against all 
reason to suppose that this solitary prophecy of Daniel should ter- 
- mlilate 2,000 years before every other of his chronological propbe- 
i cies, which all extend through the times of the fourth empire. 
1>oubtless, I think, there is ^a time yet to come, a " latter time of 
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their kingdom^ wben the transgressors wiH be accompllBhed ;" and 
who can tell whether " the wonderful Numberer ** may not perhaps 
have calculated the 2,300 oblations for that time also, seeing that 
the term employed strictly signifies oblations as distinguished from 
animal sacrifices (Psalm xl. 7; Mai. i. 11)? But whether !n the 
first or second sense, no sufficient reason can I perceive why the 
prophecy should be expounded otherwise than as of a compulsory 
cessation of public worship for the space of 1,150 natural days, and 
that only in the Holy Land. For the feet of the great image and 
the little horn of the fourth wild beast have indeed their hcus 
standi both in the west, and those visions are written iii the Chal- 
daic portion of the volume : but this little horn of the he-goat, and 
henceforth whatever else is written, in the Hebrew portion of it, 
must be assigned, generally speaking (». e., if you except Egypt), 
to the east and to the Holy Land. 

(3). Dan. ix. 24-27. 

Thig is the third chronologioal pn4>]iecy in order of time. Hijp- 
polytua, one of the earliest writers on prophecy^ a martyr, and Skt 
Isaac Newton, one of the latest, and a miracle of a man» have ooio- 
cided in thinking that this prophecy relates to both advents of 
Christ : the martyr applied the one week and the philosopher Ifae 
s^ven weeks to the second advent. But every man has his seveial gift. 
<< Nature and nature's law lay hid in night, 
God saidy Let Newton be — and all was light.^ 

As to prophecy, Newton himself says — " Amongst the inter- 
preters of the last age there is scarce one of note who hath not 
made some discovery worth knowing ; and thenqe I seem to gather 
that God is about opening these mysteries. The success of others 
put me upon considering it." Yet Newton, with all his natural sa- 
gacity and with his eyes open, declined to follow the investigation 
of the martyr, and pursued, surely, a false scent. Certainly our 
blessed Lord did not leave the fathers of His Church altogether 
without aid of the Holy Spirit — the Giver of inspiration — the Guide 
of interpretation : much less will He leave their spiritual posterity 
disregarded orphans ; to them His spiritual alms shall not be doled 
out the least at their last need. Never was it so in the old time : 
never shall it be so to the last (Gen. xl. 8 ; Dan. ii. 28; xii. 10 • 2 
Peter i. 19 to ii. 1). I am aware of what a currency Bishpp 
Horsley's exposition of the last passage referred to has obtain^ . 
but surpljr the true exposition of it is simply this—that as ther^* 
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ms^ ot old time true prophets and false> so in the last tiHies theive 
sboiild be true teachers and false ; but the true pr<^hets spake by 
inspiralioD of the Holy Spirit, and the true teachers shall interpret 
their piropheiHes by the gift of the same Spirit, and not every man 
SU0 Marie. And if ^vithal we " Icnow but in part," yet is theoe ^^a 
more excellent way." Meanwhile, so far as light has hitherto bee^ 
vouchsafed, I understand this famous prophecy as unfolding a two- 
fold sense, both of the first and second advent of our Lord ; and 
that it consists of two parts, the prediction being gtven-^first, in 
general (v. 24) ; secondly, in particular, and for further explanation 
(v. 25-27). 

I. In general (v. 24) we have, first, a certain space of time 
given ; and, secondly, certain events which are to occur during that 
space. 

1. The Time. 

^' Seventy weeks are determined upon thy people^ and upon thy 
hdy city** — ^that is the precise period. And here the question 
first arises: are these weeks literal or figurative? Though 
in the old time such a question might more naturally have arisen — 
for the natural presumption is that they might have understood 
them at first sight — ^however they might have been too prudent 
to have expounded them off hand — as literal. On the one hand no 
explanation is given here, as in former instances, of << a day for a 
year;" no instance had yet occurred in which a septenary of a 
lower denomination was first to be resolved into its units, and then 
to be interpreted upon that principle as one of a higher denomi* 
nation ; and finally, 70 literal weeks amount to something more 
than a year and a half— a larger space of time than Ezekiel's 
prophecy foretold. But yet there was even for them internal 
evidence that such events as were now foretold could not be 
crowded into so short a space of time, nor a return to Jerusalem 
be accompanied so soon by such disasters. But,^ U9y the corrcr. 
sppndence of history with the particulars of this prophecy is proof 
aU-sufficient and super-abundant that these were 70 figurative 
weejLS, distinguished from <* weeks of days " (x. 2). In &ct, when 
theiBacred historian says (2 Chron. xxxvi. 21), " that the land kept 
7^1 sabbatic years of which she had been robbed," that, impli^ 
siielhad been so robbed by the space of 70 weeks of year?; 
»vliit was a pbun application of ^p law and the prophet to the 
^msiSk itself (|^v, jq^vir 94; Jer. Wf^ W\%ii "W^^ lO), Ami uow 
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hbtk thoee sacred yolames^ that the same space of 70 weeki 
of years was stttl determined on, " for his people, and for his holy 
oSty " — a long reach taken altogether ; extending backward er&a 
fW>m the reign of Saul, and forward even to the second comteg of 
that King who is the Righteousness of eternal ages« The particti*' 
law of the 70 weeks will follow. " 

2. The Events. 

When we recollect that the holy city herself is not the chi€if 
o^ect of the Divine providence and prophecy, but her pe^ple^, 
we shall not be surprised to find those events which are mor^ 
directly of a tnoral character immediately declared first, and t(ie 
more politieal subordinated to them. It is left to be afterwards par- 
ticularized and explained ; but the great moral objects are these 5— 

To finish the transgressions^ and to seal up sins ; 

To atone for iniquity, and to bring in the Righteousness of eternal 
ages; 

To seal up the vision, and prophet; 

And to anoint the Most Holy. 

II, In particular, we have both the^r«^ and second advent of our 
I^ord (25-27). The division of the subject being at the end of the 
first clause of v. 26. Thence the second advent begins. 

1. The First Advent 

In this part of the prophecy the time and the events are inter- 
woven ; but, because the time is the more prominent of the two, 
therefore for perspicuity it will be necessary to make that the 
ground of our exposition, examining separately these 70 weeks. 
(I). As to their epoch — by which I mean their starting point. 
(4). As to their era — by which I mean the entire range of 70 years. 

(l.) The Epoch. — " From the going forth of an edict to bring back 
(the people) and to build Jerusalem" (v. 25). Here are two events ; 
to bring back the people and to build the city. For the first, to bring back 
is the right version (see the Hebrew ; Gen. xiv. 16 ; I Sam. xxx. Id ; 
Jer. xlii. 12). Now this was the precise object of the decree in 
the seventh year of Artaxerxes, b.c. 457, namely, to cause the people 
to return and to appoint their magistrates (Ezra vii. 18-25). But 
for the second, to build the city^ it must be confessed that notbiil^ 
of the kind was mentioned in that decree ; bat what then ^ Th^ 
exactness of the prophecy is thereby rendered only the m«y& 
con^icuoius : for ^e same king did by oertdn official leUerty dated 
in the 2(Wb year of hia re^n, and which vere a sort of ridtr to 
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hk offiginal and osly puUio dsereCf expressly provide for rebiaUdiiig 
the waU of Jennalem (Nek. i. 3> ii. 5*8.) 

jL The £rm.---*^*Unk>tke anointed oney the Leader skaU be 7 weeks and 
62 weebe. The etteet shall be built and the rampart in the strait (or 
short space) of the times. And after (the J 62 weeks shall the Anointad 
One be cut off; and He is not for her " (v, 26). Here are three events. 

(1). The first: "The anointed one, the Leader" is an exact 
litersi version (Comp. Is. Iv. 4). From the epoch B.C. 457 we are 
to reckon forward 49+434=483 years; and this brings as to 
A.D. 26, the year when the baptism of John began, which was the 
beginning of the Gospel (Luke iii. 1 ; Mark i. I), and when Jesus was 
anointed with the Holy Ghost and with power, to be the Leader of 
the people (Acts x. 37, 88)—" To anoint the Most Hdy'" (v. 24). 

(2). The secmd : " In the short space of times^'* is the Kteral 
version ; viz. the 7 years, the only conspicuous part of the 7+62=69 
weeks. From the epoeh B.C. 457 we are to reckon forward 49 years, 
and this bring us to b.c. 408. For what were these 49 years conspi- 
cuous ? First, politically^ far within that period the street and the 
rampart were built, according to grant by the official letters of 
Artaxerxes, hi the 20 th year of his reign (Neh. vi. 15, xii. 27-48). 
Yet that event fell so far within the period that however it might, 
comfort the faith of that generation, It does not much confirm ours. 

But secondly, morally ^ that period was so distinguished as to sug- 
gest at once the reason why it was separated from the longer space 
of time : for, first, it has been argued with the highest probability 
that on or about the year b.c. 408, which terminated the period, 
Nebemiah, who had fortified the city^ at length completed the 
reformation of the people (Neh. xiii. 23-31). And next, Malachli 
^< the seal of prophecy," closed the canon of the Old Testament 
by a prophecy which bears internal evidence that it was subservient 
to the same reformation (Comp. Neh. xiii. 11-12; Mai. i. 13, iii. 8; 
Neh, xiii. 23 ; Mai. ii. 10-16). The first step preparatory to the 
first advent of our Lord was to clo$e the dispensation of the law 
and the prophets ; and this was done when Malachi the last of the 
prophets concluded by foietelling tliat Elias who should be the 
immediate harbinger of Him who founded the kingdom of heaven. 
Tbk was the main event intended in the prophecy* « To seal up 
th4 vision and prophet " (v. 24> 

.<9). The third ; ''And ajier (the J 62 weeks the Anointed One shaB be 
cui^afi md He iemt for her " (v. 26). The Syriao vulgate property 
ap^U«s^]tJl» (^tivgrstn of tbit c^mh^ to imtmismf the buA astweditet « 
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Cranmer's Bible gives the meaning of them more plainly tiKmgh 
less exactly : << Christ shall be slayne, and they skaU have nople&m^ 
in Him" No : " He is despised and rejected of men " — ^ We wlU 
not have this Man to reign over us " — ** We have no king but 
CaBsar." He who was anointed to be the Leader of the people 
precisely at the end of the 62 weeks, or 483 years, would have 
fulfilled this prophecy had He been cut off at any time after those 
weeks ; but, in fact, we find Him cut off precisely at the end of 
1 week, or 7 years after His anointing, t . 6., at the end of 70 weeks, 
or 490 years from the given epoch B.C. 457 ; to which, ir you add 
490 J ears, you arrive at a.d. 33, the year of the crucifixion. Then 
was fulfilled that part of the prophecy— <' To aionefor iniquityj amd 
to bring in the righteousness of eternal ages ** (v. 24.) 

Turn back to page 77 (where that part of v. 24 is arranged, not 
as usually hi six, but in four particulars), and you will find the tthooe 
exposition of these three events checqued ; for there you find the same 
three events, in a reverse order, according to common usage in 
parallelisms of this kind in the Hebrew Scriptures* Read them 
backwards then, first, to anoint the Most Holy ) secondly, to teal up 
the vision and prophet ; thirdly, *' to atone for iniquity, and to bring 
in the Righteousness of eternal ages ;' and you have the same older 
aa above. And thus the whole of the 70 weeks have now been 
accounted for, but not the whole of the prophecy ; for tfie first of 
the four lines (p. 77) remains to be aeoounted for last r <* To fioiah 
the transgressions, and to seal up sins ;" since the apostasy of the 
Jews was not completed at the crucifixioii, but continues still) 
neither were their sins then sealed up» for the time when that . 
« people shall be all righteous ** is yet to oome. 
2. The Second Advent. 

According to the usual style of prophecy which beforehandf 
generally, includes both advents under one, so the second advent is 
here predicted implicitly. But the foundation of the following 
exposition is to be found in three of the evangeliste (Matt. xvi. 
27, 2B ; Mark viii. 31, ix. 1 ; Luke ix. 26, 27). In each of these ^ 
places our Lord speaks, first, of his coming in person ; secondly, of 
his coming in power. These are indeed the very words of Mark t 
<< There be some of them that stand here which shall not taste of dea^ 
till they have seen the kingdom of God come with pewer^ B«t the 
words of Matt, are : " TiU they Bee the Son of Man coming in Hk 
kingdom." He spake then of the destruetion of Jerusalem as dio 
act of His owi^Praridenee wb^ ImM'^^^jMav^ (rigHtM authority)^ 
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given mito Him in heaven and in earth '* (Mat. zxviii. IS). Job^> 
indeed, alone of all the apostles, lived to see the overthrow oC 
Jerusalem ; but those who were there standing by and heard these 
words were " the people with His disciples " (Mark viii. 34). Accord- 
ing to his words at that time you find him in this prophecy, fir^t, 
coming in power figuratively ; secondly, coming in person literally. 

(1). Coming in Power, 

" And the people of the Leader that shall come shall destroy the city 
and sanctuary; and the end thereof (the sanctuary, see the Hebrew) 
shaM be with a flood ** (v. 26). The expression, " the people of the 
Leader that shall come," is equivocal : it may signify the only 
Leader hitherto predicted ; and it is certainly true that the Jews 
themselves, by their own sins and madness, drew on the destruction 
of the city and sanctuary. But, on the other hand, the term 
" anointed *' is designedly omitted : and indeed in what sense could 
the Jews of that time be called the people of the Anointed Leader ? 
Chiefly, therefore, the people and the leader here predicted are the 
Populus Romanus, and Titus their Dta or Imperator. And the 
event, as to the city and sanctuary, corresponds. For whatever * 
might have been the case during the earlier progress of the Roman 
arms, under which Carthage, Corinth, and Numautia successively ' 
fell, yet it was no longer now the custom of the Roman people to 
demolish the capitals of conquered countries — witness Athens,- 
Antioch, Alexandria. It was their custom to respect the religion : 
of the conquered nations ; and had that sanctuary, so famous in 
all the world, been spared, Jerusalem had of course remained 
standing : but, contrary to the will and eaniest desire and endeft- - 
vours of Titus, the people of that Leader would destroy the temple • 
in spite of all that he and his officers could do to prevent it. 

(2). Coming in Person, 

This event is not expressed but implied ; yet the precise point 
of its occurrence is marked by predicting expressly what other 
events shall precede it — namely, first, a war ; secondly, a siege — 
and then what immediately follows it. And here it is, in this tran*« 
sition (as it were a dissolving view) of the prophecy, that we have 
a proper example of a twofold sense, and of the rule (p. 68)j 
that in such prophecies, commonly, the main outline describes in the 
general two similar events ; but, as to the particulars, some of the 
expressions wiU suit only the first, and others only the last event ; 
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yet, M A wlolei both the outline and the particulars will best asd 
most satisfactorily taUy with the last event. 

[1]. The Events which Precede the Advent. 

** And to the end of a war determined on shall be desokuiom " 
(v. 26). In this clause our translators have not ill rendered th^ 
Hebrew term by determined; but they have improperly constructed 
' it with the plural substantive desolations, instead of the feminine 
singular substantive war (Faber, Diss, on Daniel^ p. 245). Now, 
this clause may equally apply either to the famous Roman war, or 
to another war famous also in prophecy, which shall yet be waged 
by another mock Messiah ; for Vespasian also had either suffered 
himself to be flattered with it, or been persuaded to lend himself to: 
the opinion that he was himself the anointed one predicted by the 
Hebrew prophets. 

** And he shall confirm a covenant with many for one week* And 
in the midst of the week he shall caicse the sacrifice and oblation to 
cease; for upon the border sltaU be the abomination tJiat makeih desor 
late " (v. 27). Here are two periods of time, a whole week, and a 
half week, and an event for each : First, the << one week " which 
added, to the 7 4* 62 makes up the 70, had been implied before, 
but never before till now was expressly mentioned. It was implied 
that it began when the Most Holy was anointed, at His baptism^ 
and that it ended when He was cut off at His cruciiixion : but, to 
prevent our thinking that the prophecy was completed by that first 
compleUon of the 70 weeks, our mind was held in suspense, expect- 
ing som^ express mention of the '< one week ;*' and here for the 
first .tiJiae it occurs. The leader last mentioned (not the Anointed 
Om} was << He *' who should confirm a covenant with many at the 
beginning of this week. I am not aware of any covenant confirmed 
by Titus which applies to the case. But another Leader than Titus 
is here — no amor deliciseque generis humani ; and the fact of His 
ftitur^. covenant we learn indeed directly from this prophecy, but in- 
directly, and in the person of His type we have read before of His 
polity ^and peaceable professions in the parallel prophecies (Dan. 
viii. 123 ; xi. 32). Secondly, " And in the midst of the week'* (this is 
the.sie^e) the temple service should close because of the abomina- 
tion that maketh desolate. This abomination was unquestionably 
refei9}e4, ta by our Lord when speaking of the Roman armies which 
should encompass Jerusalem (Matt. xxiv. 15; Lukexxi.20); but at " 
the Sims time He did not fail to add, " whoso readeth let him under f " 
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a9nd"-^ii e^ raid^ tatd yon will unddnrtand ttty 'mdftning^ ^at I 
do not confine the propheej of the 70 weeki to that Roman Biegtf \ 
for you will find it may be understood also of another siege typi- 
cally foretold in two other parallel prophecies, to the last of which 
sby own expre^ WoMd do tnodt exactly fef^ (0afi« viii. 15 ; %{. 91 ; 
xH. 11). To the standards, however, of Titus also, in the firUt 
instance, does that abomination refer. It is true akd that during 
the siege Titus heard, l7th of July, a.d. 70, about two mon^s 
befbre the fedl of Jerusalem, that the daily sacrifice was discontinued 
for want of persons to attend to it (Jos. B. 1. yi. 2). This Was 
exactly d| years after the beginning of the war, in January, a.d. 67. 
This foot may hare been* foretold here, especially seeing that the 
word ^^saerifice" is employed ; but yet we must expect a issttte 
exact fulfilment of the prophecy : for, firsts such a half week Is 
entirely cut off from any connexion with the 70 weeks $ and, 
secondfyy the cessation Of the temple service caused by the Romian 
army is thus calculated as ocdurting at the end of one half week 
without any reforenee whatever to another ; whereas the passage 
obvioasly intends that in the midst of that one whole week in whieh 
the covenant was confirmed (oi"^' when the week was half gone/' 
Cranmer's Bible), then, and at the be^nit^ of the other half of the 
same week the tetnple service should cease. Whether in the time 
which shall immediately precede the yet future siege of Jerusalem 
there may be a Mosaic altar and taerifices oflfered thei^, time mast 
show : what is more plain (ft*om the Apocalypse) is that Chi^Mlan 
oUations will be offered there (Mai. i. 11). And it is eettain that 
the apostate king will prevent the public worship (Dan. viii. ll^-H; 
xi. 31 ; xii. 1 1 ). But how long shall the abomination that maketli 
desolate continue upon the border--^«. «., encompass Jemsalein ? 
The answer follows. 

[2]. The Event which immediately Follows the Advent. 

" Evtn until an tiUer end, and tkai determined on^ ekall be pO¥Hd 
upon the deeolaior" (27). The detolatop— as this partidple has 
been used by Daniel^ actively, twice elsewhere (viii. 13 ; Xti. 21). 
This is another^ and not Titus : that other shall come to his QAd, 
and none shall help him. But this implies the immediatdy pie- 
ceding advent of Miehad the Captain, that great one— the captain 
of the hosts of Jehovah (xi. 45 ; xii* 1; Jos. v. 14 ; Acts ill. 16; 
Heb. ii. 10; xii. 2; Comp. Dan. vii. 11, 26 ; viii. 25). He is 
comer and it is done. Then at la«t (he first line of th^ prOf. 
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Ac(sept iuch a secondfuy application of tha os« ^€iB» apd you 
completely account for the whole of the propbecy> as well as more 
c«mplet^ly for the whole of the 70 weeks <* determined on for thy 
pe^, and fox thy holy city." Examine the prophecy itself, and you 
fiad it an exquisite work of divine art. Neither in the more gene- 
rd part of it (v. 24), nor in the more particular (v. 85-27), does 
ihfi xiarrative assume the form of annals^ but of history^ and in eaeh 
yau peioeive a different order, yet not arbitrary but judicious ; while 
the perfect union of the two parts is effected by the simple expe- 
dient of reversing the whole prder of the first part throughout the 
second. Compare ^e first exposition of the one week with the 
Gospel, and you will find the beginning of it at the baptism of 
oajr Lord (Matt iii. 17) ; the middle of it at the epoch of His 
p^tl^ minisUy (John ii. 11) ; and the end of it at his crucifixion 
(John xix. 30). Compare the second exposition of the one w^ek with 
ti)9 Apooatypse, and yw will find the beginning of it at the descent of 
the mighty angel (x. 1) ; the middle of it at the fall of the great 
dtigoa (xii* 9-12) ; and the end of it at the war of the white horse 
(j^x. 11). The septenary of one denomination converted into that 
of another is a new feature now first introduced into chron<^gi- 
eal prophecy, but it is no cause of the obscurity : this obscurity 
arises chiefly from the one week's being attributed equally to two 
suelk far distant periods, wlxerein* however* that usual character of 
pr^phaey, to announce the two advents as it were in one breath, is 
bene presenred; and, indeed, the Hn^dom (/ our Lord u one — but 
thu tiffM ka^migA id ]^b enough* 

(4). bAx.xii.6.13. 

Tbe last prophei^ id Daniel is peculiar in aU respects, and espe- 
cially in this, that bere we find a combinaUon joi former chrono- 
ki^cal dtfftriMminntiofis— ^ggt, times; aaeondly, daya: for in v. 6 
the q«eitioii is. How long ahali it be to the £nd of these ^iponders ? 
Sasdeof these wonden wereadofatju.^; Comp. viiL 24. The 
answer is t. 7^<< For a time, tisses, and a half." But another 
wondw Is also there mentiMied, the dispeirsion of the holy people 
(€tf»f). Bsr. K. 7 1 Rom. xi.^5; £ph. iti. 4^). And <^ this last 
wander, it ahoidd seem, we aae to understand the 1^90 and 1^335 

Tht peiifid &i lii^ is pareeiseljr the si^ne as beSom (viL 25). 
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That indeed was written in the Chaldee, but the Hebrew term 
has the same signification. It properly signifies a definite timers- 
first, a festival, secondly^ a year ; << at the end of times eveo y^rs" 
(xi. 13). The term itself not haying occurred in the two int^r 
veplog prophecies (chap. viii. and ix.) the signification of it remainfi^^ 
^ before-'-^ year. But we have since heard of a week of yea^&;,^ 
why not, then, now conceive a time of years ? My reply is that ^ 
circuxnstances might warrant it after that example, and the events 
of history compel me so to understand the tropical year, ivimtnw 
(B^ev. ix. 16), at least in its first application ; but the reasons must , 
in every case be compulsory which should authorise such an expo-* 
sition. For my own part I feel warranted only to infer from this 
passage, that during the very same period in which the little hora 
of the fourth wild beast shall obtain that bad eminence in the west 
(vii. 25), this apostate king and the little horn of the he-goat shall 
become conspicuous in the east, and especially in the Holy Land 
(xi. 36; viii. 9-25). They must synchronise with' the second flight 
of the woman (Rev. xii. 14), and also with the hst ^ week (Dan. 
ix. 27). 

The 31 times being reckoned only as calendar years, the 1,290 
and 1,335 are consistently to be reckoned only ^ natural day». 
Concerning these the only data we have are the starting point of ' 
the 1,290 and the terminating point of the 1,335 days. The 1,290 ' 
days start from setting up the abomination of desolation and - 
the consequent ceasing of the daily (oblation) (xii. 11 ; xi, 31)<» - 
But that, as we have lately seen, shall occur exactly at the begin- i 
ning of the last ^ week (Dan. ix. 27). And hence I infer that as . 
half "a week of years is the same as d| = 1,260, therefore the 80, i 
days beyond that number are merely supplementary to the period 
just before mentioned (v. 7) of 8^ times ; but if the 30 days be 
supplementary to the 1,260, this leads to the inference that the 46 
may be supplementary to the 1,290, and bring us at length to the 
terminating point of 1,335 days, and to an era of blessedness. It 
js vain to pry into the future, yet since the abomination of deso- 
lation (xi. 31) connects directly with (viii. 13, 14) (by means of 
the type) ; therefore I shall venture to add— Only suppose the 
apostate king, after having caused the daily oblation to cease (at 
the beginning of the 3| times, or of the ^ week, or of 2,300 obla- 
tions = the 1,150 days— for all these begin together) should go on 
• his Egyptian expedition, and there should hear that at the end of the 
1,150 days the sanctuary was clefinsed suddenly and unexpectedly : 
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it-ld~witkin the bounds of possibility that, from the date of that 
deaodlng, he^ might re-erect his standards on the north side of the 
holy mountain within 140 days, and that would bring us to the 
epoch of the 1,290 days ; and, again, he might from off the ifield of 
Af mageddon be consigned to his own proper place within 45 days 
more, which would bring us to the era of blessedness at the end of 
the 1,385 days* 

I bdieve the short to be the true reckoning, and calculated to 
support the Israel of God through a trial and tribulation, which, 
however short, shall be so severe that every minute may seem an 
hour. Hence, the solemnity of the angeFs oath; not only for 
confirmation, but for consolation also (xii. 7 ; Comp. Rev. x. 6, 7), 
Granted — the space is wide between the age of Antiochus Epiphanes 
and his antitype the apostate king ; but it is partly filled up by 
Daniel (ix. 24, 27), and if the remainder, the space between the first 
and second advent — before the last of which the holy people shall 
not be gathered, is so mysterious itself — then, methinks, it is no 
great additional mystery if the Spirit of prophecy, under the Mosaic 
dispensation, should be silent as to the events of that interval untilit 
should approach its termination ; becoming then once more eloquent 
and excursive on the sufferings of that dark eve, and the glory that 
shall follow : until then <* ho Ammi! " For the Israel of God they 
have the prophecy of the Apocalypse, in which that interval is filled 
up'— though not so minutely as some would have it; and this 
distinction between the Mosaic and the Christian prophecies is in 
keeping both with the^ circumstances of the case, and with that 
national distinction which, according to the revealed purpose of 
God, shall be reserved to the natural Israel, even throughout the 
MUennium. 

3. The Apocalypse^ 

It will be proper first to set aside two passages which have been 
pressed into the service of chronology, as, I think, with some 
violence. The first is x. 5, 7; the term here is xP^vos (not 
Kotp^ as hereafter xii. 12, 14), and it signifies time in an in- 
definite sense. Mr. Elliot has properly translated it, « the time shall 
not be yet** ("Hor.Apoc."ii.l21,note3),viz. — notwithstanding those 
seven thunders, under the sixth trumpet, which echoed to his voice, 
yet the time for finishing the mystery of God should not be till the 
days of the seventh trumpet^ but that would now soon sound. 
2%^ seednd is xiii. 1§^ the number 666. Plainly, as it should seem, 
we haivft here a prophetic intimation that, as the ancient Gnostics, 
sa the modern Nicolaitans; those two synagogues of Satan, will 
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^l^t a C^balistk terni| vhiereby, m by a symbcd, or eff^pat^pi^it 
ta reoognize each other. Should aoy one> however, think it to )»e n 
imm))er of time also, then I must add diat I loore than au^>ee|t A^ 
received reading : for it does seem to me highly probable that th« 
very passage in Irenaeus which inveighs against the false reading, 
•till extant in the ^< Codex Ephrem/* suggests both th^ true readiag^ 
and also how the corruption of it, if there be one, might easil/ 
have originated. If in any case a conjectural emendation may be 
toleoated in the new Testament^ this would be one«*-a case of aM>fl#- 
viated notation. After the foregoing pages, a very few notes wiU 
suffice for the chronological terms and numbers of the Apocalyp^e^ 

fiev. ix. 5, 10.*-The month is now first introduoed into chJKWO- 
logical prophecy in the first woe trumpet. It recurs in the second 
woe (ix. 15) ; once more in the third woe (xi. 2) ; for that passage 
bjslon^ to the chronology of the third woe, although c^ppmrm^ 
aot{ but there is a consummate contrivance in the stroctitf^ of the 
prophecy in ail that part of it which forms and foretells the transk* 
tion from the sixth to the seventh trumpet (x. 1, xii. 12). The 
apocal)i>tic months after the example of Daniel's weekf mojf \m 
qouverted into a month of years; and the comment of history w. 
compulsory that it must be so converted in ike fk%t vimtm/^ Bill 
tijie five months are rtfjD^o^y and with a diBtinctioni in Ihe fifsl 
iast«^ce they are accompanied with torment, and that reiterated-^ 
£^i extreme torment : in the last they are accompanied simply with 
vajv^ ; and in this instance it Is possible, and even probable, that 
they have only a literal signification. Mede had a month's mind ia 
v^Lke a mystery of this term mofUk} but the t^rms tmM mud ««flir 
had been already pre-pccupied. Besides sabbatic cycles belioiBg to 
the holy people — not to their enemies — therefore weeks cpnU ^oi far 
employed. Moreover, to ittstifigabh lurther between the wild beast 
a^pd the eastern impostors, seems to be the reason for woofiajmg 
the term months^ and there is no other mystery. 

£ev. ix. 15.-^<< And those four angels were loosed {who nwca 
prefwed Jfor that hour; nsuaeiy, a day^ and a montl^ a^ a tropical 
je%rj to sby the third part of men." If the reader p^iar» aa 
]\Ijr. Birks does, the reading of those MS5. so highly oommei^ded 
by ]^attha&i, it would not i^ect our present discussiim (Biisks'a 
«£lements oiF Prophecy", p. 377). Asthenaonth^ao the trqptoal year 
(<^iW7»v not €^ as XX. 2), by the fiaithful testimony of history^ 
nf9^, 4ifter the example of Diupiers w^ signify agi;eat oifima»kmf 
ay^ i^ y^a^ m fhe jifst imyffne^x ^ ^ jaffttfhfiWi is so, 
nmoaped that, lUbe the xepetkifi^ ^ 1^6 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



cbwcttisiojr. ftf 

pf«MMy wit], iiare ft secohd applieatioti to eventd yet Mnf^y atid II 
fitdrikl digtiideatiori. Obserre^ again, that not oDly the tertt W(selb\ 
Mt f^fyi^ Also is rejected : this was intentional, for it was optiohieil i6 
hBivemph^edit 

Rer* xi. 8, S.'^Here are two chronological denominations,^ 

ifid&ihs and 1,260 days. I have said it is probable the months of 

the first and second woes will tarn out to be literal months at last i 

and I take these 42 months to belong exclusively to the last times 

(#9r there i^ no repetition of thetn) and to be literal months. Neither 

do I confound these 42 months with the 1,260 days next mentioned ; 

they are tWo periods as distinct as the denominations. Moreover, 

as we have seen an instance, in the prophecy of 70 weeks, that the 

Jint Ihke of a prophecy may be last fulfilled, so here there is an 

inversion of order in these two periods, ahd the last comes first in 

order of fulfilment. This is one part of that consummate contiivance 

before^mentioned. The period of 42 months will synchronize with 

the S| times (xii. 4; Dan. Vii. 25, lii. 7), and with the last half-week 

(t)an i*. 27). As before, I suspect the term months serves to indi- 

cMe the particular parties who shall to the last tread under foot the 

holy city. I may just add, in passing, that the 8^ days (xi. 9), though 

Uieial days, tiiay suffice to exhibit the corpse of the two witnesses^ 

if iomeof atl nations in arms shall be congregated about Jerusalem. 

And, as to the half-day being a fraction too minute for notice by 

the Spirit of prophecy, I suggest that if the resurrection of the 

two witnesses be a literal one, as I suppose, then the fraction may 

indicate that it is not to be, like their Lord's, at peep of dawn, to 

be seen only by witnesses chosen of God ; but rather, like Lazarus* 

at noon-day, when all their enemies shall paze on them (xi. 11, 13). 

It may imply a preceding work of darkness, a midnight massacre. 

Bev. xii. 6-14. — Here are two distinct periods, 1,260 days of the 
woman's first flight, and 3^ times of her second flight into the 
wilderness ; and they stand here in the order of their fulfilment* 
The days synchronize with the 1,260 days of the prophecy of the 
two witnesses (which precedes the wild beast's war against them of 
3| times), and with the first * week (Dan. ix. 27). These 1,260 
days^ as they are not the identical number 1,290 or 1,335, so neither 
are they to be confounded with the last | week of Daniel^ merely 
beeatMe they have the same denomination ofdays : the Apocalypse 
is an allied but a distinct prophecy ; because, however, it is allied to 
Daniel^ you find this term days reserved in Daniel for the holy 
p90fky and in the Apocalypse to the two faithful witnesses, and 
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ip (k^ ^oman in the wilderness, faithful also though Adutfaearted. 
The days I take to be literal ; if you take them to be figurative 
ai^d fix their epoch, or starting point, then, for a long time before, 
you have also fixed the epoch of the Millennium, which is hard to 
ceconcile with what our Lord says of His unexpected coming again ; 
but I have observed some to be very shy of fixing the epoch of 
th^hr 1,260 years. As to these 3^ times , the remark of Bengelius 
is most worthy of consideration, that the short time (xii. 12), 
yhich the devil knows is all that is allowed him, can refer to 
nothing else but to these 3i times during which the woman is 
ludden from his wrath (xii. 14). And how, he asks, can those 
3^ ^imes be called a short time, if they are to be reckoned as 1,260 
$^i^ars ; especially if you compare 1,260 years with the 1,000 years, or 
the Millennium ? Does any one reply, first, that the Millennium may 
be figurative years ? That would be not only contrary to the old 
tradition derived from the 7 days of the creation, but also out of 
all proportion with every other period in the Apocalypse ; and it fore- 
tells besides an eternity which is to follow. Or, secondly, is it replied 
that the phrase is oKlr^ov icaiphvy and that according to the long 
reckoning of Kcuphv, or a time, that may signify a short 360 years, 
or hardly so much ? But I fear that such an apology would be 
little short of nonsense ; '^ a month, a little month " might pass ; 
but not a year— much less so great a year. It is, I think, more 
worth observing, that whereas filxpov is the adjective elsewhere 
associated with xp^^ov (vi. 11., xx. 3), so oXir^ov here being asso- 
ciated with Katpov is actually, however latently, an indication that 
this is the term, Kaipop, which is understood (xvii. 10), and that ^at 
passage (xvii. 10) synchronizes with this (xii. 12). But there is no 
end of the refinements which exist in the Apocalypse ; they are no 
less delicate than the fringed edges in the barb of a feather — the 
hand that finished either is Divine. 

I conclude, then, as I began, that, concerning the precise period of 
the coming foe— 

** That, hushed in grim repose, expects his evening prey — ** 
it inay, I think, be affirmed, there are no direct intimations of it 
in any of the chronological prophecies. Nevertheless, looking 
backward on the course of events already past, we may most 
reasonably infer, that we have arrived at a very advanced stage of 
the sixth trumpet. Now, the sixth and seventh trumpets have no 
more interval than the two halves of one week ; a variety indeed, 
but which is characteristic both of the works fnd word of God^r 
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ooKCLUSioir. 69 

i^d especially in providence and prophecy. That we are so for 
advanced I infer, first from the interval which has elapsed since 
tlie first blast of the sixth trumpet, compared with the other intervi^ 
of the prophecy, which are of various lengths, yet none so long as . 
this ; and, secondly^ from the signs of the times, now (as before the 
fall of Jerusalem) our safest guides : and these, however for some 
eyes they may be objects too near to be observed, yet are indeed 
some of so ugly and some of so pleasant an aspect as to excite tt 
just, shall I call it, expectation, or apprehension, that the Judge may 
be near, even at the door. 

There are, I know, who argue on this subject from that oM 
tradition interpreted to the letter — that this our workaday world shs^l 
toil through six great days of 1,000 years each, and then shall enjoy 
a seventh day Sabbath of 1000 years : blessed be that and hallowed. 
To which I say, Amen : but that it should revolve precisdy to 
the selfsame day, and tick of the clock — at this I demur. For 
to the end of the apocalyptic Millennium I find a certain addition / 
<<and after that Satan must be loosed for a little time*' (xx.S). 
And what, then, if there should be a certain subiracttoriy to balance 
the former, from before the Millennium ? And even, independent 
of that, take the type by itself; and if our redemption was 
adumbrated by the creation, and especially, as some say, by the 
work of the sixth day (to which the Millennium between a.d. 
1,000 and 2,000 corresponds) forasmuch as, say they, the mystery of 
Adam was the mystery of the Messiah ; then, let that be interpreted 
also to the letter, and what do you find ? First, on that day the beasts 
were created, and afterwards Adam and Eve : but between the 
creation of Adam and that of Eve there was an interval marked 
by several particulars. Adam, after his creation, first was placed 
in Paradise; next instructed that the inferior animals were no 
companions for him ; then was cast into a deep sleep ; at last his 
bride appeared at his side ; but even then, whether the first Sabbath 
day began forthwith is not written. One thing however is certain, 
that €ver since the fall of Adam, sabbatic cycles have not only 
represented the rest of God, and of Adam himself in Paradise ; but 
have also typified a paradise regained, and a like rest reserved for 
the people of God, in the great Sabbath of the Millennium and of 
eternity. For this we are taught daily to pray—" Thf kingdom 
come I " Even so. Amen. 



William Edward Painter, 342, Strand. 
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